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Welcome

to the Australian Gliding Museum
Newsletter Number 27.

Membership Changes. From Graeme Barton
New members:
Welcome to the following new members who
have joined since publication of our last
Newsletter:
Colin Collum from Flemington.
John Parncutt from Glen Iris.
John Pollnitz from Victor Harbour, SA.
Roger Chapman from Para Hills, SA.
John Mackley from Boort.
Sylvia Sharman from Mount Martha.
John Chambers from Caroline Springs.
Richard Cotton from Ringwood.
Victor Curmi from Melton West.
James Ferrie from Sunbury.
Alf McMillan from Caulfield.
Brendan English from Preston.
David Fynmore from Lara.
Farewells:
Regrettably, two members of the Barton
family passed away in recent weeks – Lyn and
Allan. Both were keen supporters of the
Australian Gliding Museum.
Lyn was a long term member of the
Gliding Club of Victoria and also obtained his
power licence during his period of membership
with the Club.
Allan learnt to glide with the Cambridge
University Gliding Club and, on his return to
Australia, flew with the Adelaide Soaring Club.
He followed a distinguished academic career,
rising to the position of Pro Vice-Chancellor
(Finance and Development) of the Australian
National University (ANU) in Canberra and, at
his passing, was Emeritus Professor in the
School of Accounting and Business Information
Systems at the ANU.
Recent Museum Acquisitions:
Leigh Bunting has donated his Grunau
Baby VH-GLW to the Museum and Mitch Boyle
has donated his Slingsby T53B VH-GUB all
metal two seater. Trevor Hancock has donated
his Bocian VH-GNL. Derek Hardie has donated
Grunau Baby 4 VH-GLX. The unique Pelican II
VH-GFY glider has been donated by the
Waikerie Gliding Club and John Marshall, it
becomes number 50 on the Museum glider list.
Also, arrangements are in hand for the Laister
Kauffman LK-10 two seater to be donated. This

glider set 3 National records, namely singleseater out and return, two seater out and
return, and two seater height, as well as two
W.A. State records, for height and distance, in
December 1952/January 1953. (See Australian
Gliding Vol. 2, No. 2, February 1953). It will
need to be collected from Western Australia.

Photo John Hudson

The Pelican II in the Waikerie Club Hangar
Also the Museum has received a
donation of various items of workshop
equipment, including a lathe and a bandsaw, for
use in the Dave Darbyshire workshop at
Bacchus Marsh.

Unloading the Slingsby T53B
Space at the Bruce Brockhoff Annexe is fast
filling up, and your committee is planning for a
major expansion of the facility. Options for
financial support are being considered as a
matter of urgency, as our collection of
significant aircraft grows and we hope to have
more rigged gliders on display. Plans are also
being considered for regular opening of our
collection to be more available to interested
persons. Members who may be in a position
to offer financial backing or alternatives are
invited to contact a member of the committee.

Bruce Brockhoff –
An Australian Champion
With thanks to Soaring Cafe
www.soaringcafe.com

business of Brockhoff Biscuits, a household
name in Australia 20 years ago. His uncle,
Alan Brockhoff, developed the recipes for
Salada, Savoy, Chocolate Royals, Barbecue &
Cheese Shapes, Cheds and Chocolate Ripples
some of which are still manufactured and
sold under the Arnott name. He co-founded The
Cargo Hold chain of shops, which he ran for
over 20 years.

Brockhoff Biscuit Truck

Bruce Winston Brockhoff was brought up on a
grazing farm near Dromana in Victoria,
Australia. He attended Osborne State School
followed by Red Hill Consolidated State School
(learning sheet metal and wood work … and,
wait for it … apple packing!) At his secondary
school, Huntingtower, he was elected School
Captain or Head Prefect in his last year and
was awarded Blues in Football and Athletics.
He matriculated with two first and two Second
Class honors and was awarded a
Commonwealth Scholarship to attend Monash
University in 1961-64, graduating with a
Bachelor of Economics & Politics Degree,
taking four years to do a three-year course.
This delay was caused by a few overpowering
distractions normal for a boy 18 years of age.
He was fortunate to make many lifelong friends
by living in Deakin Hall (Australia’s first coed
on-campus hall of residence) and was well
known at the famous Notting Hill pub some ½
mile from Monash University.
Bruce studied computers and the then
‘dreaded’ machine language whilst attending
Monash, together with experiencing a very
different life style as an exchange student in
India for four months. He played on the Monash
Intervarsity football team (Australian Rules) and
Ski Team.
Bruce was employed as a biscuit salesman,
Systems Analyst and COBOL programmer for
seven years in the once famous family

Bruce spent a week in a military hospital in
Siberia (30 km from the Chinese border) during
the Sino-Soviet dispute on the way to the
Munich Olympics via the Trans Siberian railway.
He also demonstrated, flew in air shows and
sold Maule aircraft to outback stations for use in
cattle mustering (round up), selling nine aircraft
single-handed in one year.
Bruce was three times Australian National
Champion in 15 m racing class sailplanes. He
won the last day in the World Gliding
Championships in Hobbs, New Mexico in the
15 m racing class in 1983 and the Pre-World
Gliding Championships in the Standard Class
at Benalla. He also won a day in the PreWorlds in Rieti, Italy.
Bruce represented and competed for Australia
in nine international gliding events, including
one in the Gobi Desert of China, which he won.
He served as Team Captain for the Australian
Gliding Team at the World Gliding
Championships in Borlange, Sweden and
managed to obtain free shipping of gliders two
years in a row to Sweden and back. He
obtained brand new Volvos for pilots and crew
—the biggest team ever of eight pilots. Nearly
650 faxes went through his fax machine over
three years to organise the team for the PreWorlds and actual World Championships in
Sweden. On a sour note, only one pilot wrote a
note of thanks for either year. He was asked to
be Team Captain for the next World
championships but declined.

Bruce was Convener of the Rules Making
Committee of the Gliding Federation of
Australia (GFA) for over ten years. He was
Australian (GFA) delegate to the
International Gliding Commission (IGC) held
each year in Paris in 1987 and 1988.
He was awarded the Federation Aéronautique’
International Airsport Medal number 84 (Paris
France) in 1993 for ‘service to the sport of
gliding’. He organised and ran many cross
country training competitions known as the
Tocumwal Teams Challenge with the aim of
encouraging young pilots to participate in racing
gliders with the emphasis on flying in pairs in a
relaxed and casual fun way

Bruce’s darkest year, and on the downside of a
wonderful gliding life. Despite winning the
practice year in standard class in the PreWorlds Gliding Competition at Benalla and
favourite to win in the next year’s World Gliding
Championships (by the Germans, French and
English), he was prevented from representing
Australia by twin camera failures in the
Australian Nationals and a reluctance of the
team selectors to exercise their use of the
“exceptional circumstances rule” in choosing
the last team member. Most of the top
competitors from Europe and the USA could not
believe their luck that he was not going to be
competing.
The only consolation to this very depressing
dilemma for Bruce was that the organizers of
the Benalla World Gilding Championships
separately and independently invited him to be
Competition Director of the World
Championships on the basis that he was “the
most experienced and current competitor
skilled and experienced in international events;”
however, such was his disillusionment with the
gliding movement and some of its officers all he
wanted to do was to be the ‘daily snifter’ pilot at

the world comps and be with his Aussie and
International friends in a more casual and
friendly task that allowed him to fraternize to
the maximum. His other task was to be Special
Advisor to the Organisers.
The World comps at Benalla were preceded by
the now famous ATSOP (Australian Tool Shed
Opening Party) held beside Bruce’s caravan at
Tocumwal airport, to which most of the notable
International racing glider pilots attended,
complete with a home grown lamb on a spit
from his farm and the odd VB (Aussie Beer) or
three.
Bruce last competed in an LS6, in the World
Gliding Championships in Uvalde Texas, with a
competition identity of MS. He was given this
identity by Greta Musters, the wife of Kees
Musters, one of Bruce’s closest gliding friends
after Kees was killed in a freak hang glider
accident in the European Alps. Bruce met Kees
in 1983 at the World Gliding Championships in
Hobbs, which Kees won in the 15m class.
Bruce also met and formed a very close
relationship with George Schuit and Ritz de
Luy, also of Holland, which continues today.
Bruce recently donated a brand new large
hangar at the Bacchus Marsh Airfield (known as
the Bruce Brockhoff Annex to the Australian
Gliding Museum), built to house many a
donated vintage glider including Bill Riley’s
collection. Bill was Bruce’s most influential and
strongest mentor during Bruce’s glider racing
career. They did many an informative and
fruitful overseas trip to nearly all the glider
factories of Europe, Eastern Europe and the
UK as well as the major gliding airfields of
Germany, France and Italy and England. The
Romanians were particularly friendly and
generous with home made wines and grappa.

Inside the Bruce Brockhoff Annexe

Bruce is married to Kristine with whom he has
two very young and beautiful daughters: Brooke
(16) and Belle (19). An enthusiastic sailor of
solar powered sailing catamarans, he built and
launched Dream Catcher, a 48ft sailing
catamaran in 1998. At 69, Bruce continues to
graze 440 Angus Cows & Calves and around
2000 Crossbred ewes & lambs on his farm at
Dromana/Tuerong one hour South of
Melbourne on the beautiful Mornington
Peninsula.
---ooooo--Ferntree Gully Workshop Happenings
From Graeme Barton

Since publication of our last Newsletter,
work has continued on restoration of the
Grunau Baby, Cherokee and ES52 Kookaburra.
Refabricing of the Grunau is well
advanced with only the fuselage to complete.
The nose section of the fuselage has been
restored to its original design.
The Cherokee fuselage is ready for
fabric and work has commenced on the wings.
The major rebuild of the Kookaburra is
also well advanced and refabricing has
commenced. The rebuild of the Kookaburra has
been a major project and up to date some
1,700 workshop hours have been recorded on
this job.
More volunteers are required to assist
with the restoration projects at the Ferntree
Gully workshop. No experience is required –
you will work under experienced supervision.
The workshop is open on Wednesday and
Friday of each week from 10.00am to 5.00pm.
If you can assist, please call Graeme Barton on
9802 1098.

King, John Styles, Bob Wyatt and Peter Tantau
were pleased to see the wing attached to the
Skylark 4 fuselage. The next project, the
restoration of the Schweitzer TG-3 wings,
began with the wings being moved into the
workshop.
The previously mentioned Bocian, and
Slingsby T53b have been located in our bulging
racks, and Derek Hardie kindly delivered his
Grunau 4. Space for the Pelican 2 is being
retained. Meanwhile, any member travelling
West could do us a big favour and have their
petrol subsidised by collecting the LK-10 at
Cunderdin!
Landscaping the Bruce Brockhoff
Annexe has been on the agenda with a nice
rose garden planted along the North side.
Cataloguing the Museum's collection
continues, see more details about the Victorian
Museum website on the back two pages.
The Museum as a member of the
Bacchus Marsh gliding community is arranging
to place an information board from each of the
three clubs, to display items of historical
significance and promotional material from
each club.

Meanwhile, at Bacchus Marsh.....
Come to the Museum & see the latest acquisitions

At the Dave Darbyshire workshop, there
was much celebration when the Skylark 4 wing
was mated to the fuselage. John Ashford, Ross
and Ann Birch, Roland Maeder, Mal Alexander,
Jim Barton, Keith Nolan, Richard Cotton, John

Visitors from Australia and overseas continue to
show up on a regular basis, and a recent visit
by the Ulysses biker's club was greatly enjoyed
by all. After inspecting the collection the visitors
were treated to an interesting movie featuring
gliding by German pilot Hanna Reitsch. A visit is
programmed for Probis in August. Upcoming
events include the Melbourne Cup AGM open
day and Rally and the Avalon Airshow 2013.
The museum opens for interested persons
when requested. We are also seeking more
volunteers to assist with glider restoration at
Bacchus Marsh, please contact Jim Barton on
9309 4412 for more details.

Summary of SZD–9b 1D Bocians
in Australia
by Trevor Hancock

Melbourne and was finally sold to a club in New
Zealand. Rumor has it that the airframe was
allowed to get wet and the glues deteriorated
and the glider literally “fell apart”.

VH – GNL Serial No: -803
Imported by :- Austerserve P/L
Original Owner :- Alice Spring Gliding Club
(1963) – had the motive “Cumulus” painted on
the side of the fuselage.
Subsequent Owners: - Darwin Gliding Club
(1967) Reg Hancock (1969)
Narrative :- Glider Spun in off an auto-tow at
Batchelor in 1968. Glider purchased by Reg
Hancock for $100 who transported it to Colac
and rebuilt the severely damaged port wing.
Glider test flown in 1976 and then used by
Colac Gliding Group (based at Yeo airfield) until
interest waned in 1982. The glider was used
by Geelong Gliding Club until 1983 when it
came due for a 20 year survey. Paint was
stripped and glider worked on over many years
but never reflown. In 2012 glue deterioration
(phenol formaldehyde) has made the airframe
un-airworthy and the glider has been donated
to the Australian Gliding Museum by Trevor
Hancock in July, 2012

VH – GRY Serial No: -P384
Imported by :- Austerserve P/L
Original Owner: Corangamite Soaring Club 1962

Subsequent Owners: - Riley & Co (1965)
Campbell Curtis (1967)
Narrative :- The only Caesin glued Bocian
imported to Australia. Delivered to Corangamite
Soaring Club in 1962 to Ballarat Airfield – only
flown here for a couple of weeks prior to
moving to the old WW2 strip at Cressy, then
Kurweeton for a period and finally to the
recently completed airfield at Yeo where it
operated until the end of 1963. The glider was
serverely damaged in a competition at Mildura
in December 1963 when outlanded in a
paddock and the wing tip hit a post. Glider was
rebuilt by Schneiders following instructions from
the SZD factory (the drawings are now in the
hands of the museum). Final finishing of the
aircraft (there were problems) by Reg Hancock.
Glider was then traded in on a Blanik (the first
one sold by Riley) in early 1965 who eventually
sold it to Campbell Curtis, who operated it as a
small club at his farm at Lake Culluleraine (near
Mildura). Glider was operated at Bacchus
Marsh for a while when the Curtis’s moved to

Corangamite Soaring Club Bocian VH-GRY

VH – GQA Serial No: - 819
Imported by :- Austerserve P/L
Original Owner : - Northern Soaring Group Leitchville (July 1964)
Subsequent Owners: - Nil – Removed from
Register 7/3/67
Narrative :- This group was small with a couple
of experienced pilots who left the club after
about a year and the operation struggled on
until the Bocian was spun in off a winch launch
cable break (first solo pilot) and the glider was
totally destroyed (1967). The wreck was
eventually divided between Bill Riley and Reg
Hancock but a rebuild was completely out of
the question.

VH – GQJ Serial No: -821
Imported by :- Austerserve P/L
Original Owner : - Kurweeton Soaring Group
(1964)
Subsequent Owners: - Riley & Co P/L
Bill Hughes and Partners (Raywood)
Narrative :- The glider was purchased by a
group of ex Corangamite Soaring Club
members who wished to conduct independent
operations at Kurweeton. Glider was flown
from Kurweeton until it was damaged in a winch
launch accident in 1967? And the wreck was
traded in on a Blanik with Bill Riley who had the
glider rebuilt by Reg Hancock (initially) with
finishing by Bert Perrson (at Tocumwal). The
glider was used by Sportavia for training for
many years but was finally put into storage and
fell into disrepair. The glider was eventually
purchased by a syndicate based at Raywood
who renovated the glider and it now flies
regularly at Raywood.

Other 1D’s
VH – GQM Serial No – 827 – Qld Inst of
Technology Gliding club - Removed from
register -5/2/72 – wreck held by Riley
Aeronautics
VH – GHC Serial No – 822 – Northern Star
Gliding club
VH – GQT Serial No – 829 – Newcastle
Gliding club. Removed from register 31/12/75,
after accident.
VH – GQU Serial No – 830 – Southern Down
Gliding Club, damaged and rebuilt, sold to
Murray Bridge Gliding Club – sold on probably
with Dave Billings in QLD
VH – GPH Serial No – 834 – RAAF Richmond
Gliding club – in 1978 the glider was registered
to Riley Aeronautics

Wood and Fabric Courses
The Australian Gliding Museum Inc. is going to
run two courses at Bacchus Marsh in
September 2012.

VH-UIP is hangared at Ararat

VH – UIP Serial No: -838
Imported by :-Amys Aviation P/L
Original Owner : - Wes Myszak (1997)
Subsequent Owners: - Stephen Curtis (2001)
Narrative :- Glider was operated in Poland and
was refurbished in the SZD factory in 1991 –
imported into Australia in 1997 and flown at
Narromine until it was sold to Stephen Curtis in
2001 - still flying.

Summary of SZD–9b 1E Bocians
VH – KYU Serial No – P774 – Southern
Tablelands Gliding Club – still flying after
rebuild following blow over damage whilst
owned by Geelong Gliding Club
VH – WUH Serial No – P746 – Kevin
Parkinson – stored at Beechworth – Purchased
by Geelong Gliding Club (post damage to KYU)
then sold to Parkinson
VH – GEP Serial No – P601 – Goulburn Gliding
Group – written off in fatal accident – Glider is a
waterlogged wreck at Goulburn.
VH – KYW Serial No – P784 – Ex Adelaide
University Gliding Club – fuselage damaged in
winch launch ground loop but wings were
undamaged.

Wood Inspection and Minor Repair Course
Monday September 10, to Friday September 14
2012 Contact Alan Patching, 22 Eyre Street,
Balwyn,3103, Ph (03) 9817 5362
calbpatc@netspace.net.au
Fabric Course
Monday & Tuesday, September 17 & 18, 2012.
Contact Jim Barton Ph (03) 9309 4412
Preference will be given to GFA Inspectors
requiring a wood endorsement, second to GFA
personnel, and then other aviation enthusiasts.
Attendance will be limited to a maximum of 10
persons for the wood course and 10 for the
fabric course.
Accommodation will be available in the gliding
clubhouse, however costs for the courses,
meals, and accommodation are still being
finalized. More information will be available by
registering interest with Alan and/or Jim.

Doctor Heydon
FROM PETER KILLMIER

The author, the late Mervyn Waghorn,
was as most readers would know, a member of
the Sydney Soaring Club. The story has been
held in the Adelaide Soaring Club Archive, and
so far as known has not been published before.
The photographs have also been supplied by
the Archive, but neither the original source or
photographers are known. I understand that
Photographs 736 and 737 were taken at
Belmont Common in late December 1939 in
what has been described as the first interstate
meet.

From left: Golden Eagle, Grunau Baby, Kestrel,
Kestrel, Primary. The white Kestrel was owned
by Andrew Balsillie, the red one was Percy
Pratt's.
Doc Heydon was born in 1881 in
Sydney, educated at Downside (RC College) in
England. Graduated in Medicine from Sydney
University in 1908. Practised for a short time
as a locum, but went to the War in 1915. Was
Medical Officer of the 19th Battalion. Was at
Gallipoli and attached to the Engineers for a
few weeks.
He was wounded at the evacuation of
Gallipoli and sent in September 1917, to the
U.K. to recuperate. He returned to France to
become Medical Officer of the 8th Battalion.
He earned an MC, whilst serving with 8th
Battalion at Pozieres. Transferred to a Field
Ambulance in August 1918, and later to the
Third Australian General Hospital.
After the War Dr. Heydon graduated in
Arts at Cambridge and in Philosophy at Oxford
and then carried out the work and passed the
examinations to become a Fellow of the Royal
College of Surgeons. Hence, he was the
possessor of three University Degrees obtained
at three Universities.
He started power flying at the age of 53
and shortly after purchased a DH 60 (Gipsy 1
Moth).

Enthusiasts with the Willow Wren at Kiama in
1936. Phil Hamilton is third from the right.
Martin Warner is second from the left. Mr Weir,
owner of the property, is at the rear.
One day in 1937, three years after he
had started power flying, he was flying up the
South Coast towards Sydney when he saw a
glider soaring at Kiama. He landed there in a
most difficult field and found Martin Warner with
his Kite 1 and a Willow Wren (sailplane
designed by Corporal Manuel at Dunstable)
that had been built by Phil Hamilton. The rest of
the party gliding consisted of Steve Newbiggin,
Harry Ryan and Alan Campbell. He became
most enthusiastic about gliding and asked
Martin Warner to build a Kite for him so that he
could join the Group. Martin built this machine,
which was called Kite II, in a short time and for
the expenditure of only 600 man hours. Martin
Warner was a fantastic man, but that is another
story.
Whilst Martin was building the Kite II, Dr.
Heydon flew with Percy Pratt at Geelong in his
two-seater and, after 22 circuits, was allowed to
solo. He then came back and flew Kite II under
Martin Warner's guidance.
Dr. Heydon and the group had many
adventures in those days, Dr. Heydon in
particular remembered one day being forced to
land in a small paddock at the bottom of a hill at
Kiama as a result of which he knocked out
several teeth on the cockpit coaming.
It was this group which progressively
developed to what later became the Sydney
Soaring Club. They flew the Kite I, using a
mobile winch from many fields around Sydney
trying to seek suitable soaring sites. They
would meet early on a Sunday morning and
depending upon the wind direction, decide
where they would go and try to fly for that day.
In 1939, Dr.Heydon imported a Gull I
from Slingsby and the Club then flew it as well
as Kite II. At times, both Gliders were kept at
Kiama in a shed and bungee launched from the
top of the hill. The first winch was simply a large

drum bolted to the back wheel of a Willys
Overland car. Later, they developed a more
advanced mobile winch on the back of a truck.
The year beforehand, in 1938, the Group had
commenced aero towing, using the Kite II and
Dr. Heydon's Gipsy I Moth and it was about this
time that the Group officially changed its name
to the Sydney Soaring Club. The actual
occasion was when Steve Newbiggin and
Martin Warner decided to attend a gliding meet
in Victoria with Gull I.

The Gull 1.
In Easter 1940, the Group first undertook
some cross-country flying in the New South
Wales wheat belt. Dr. Heydon flew 100 miles
from Narromine to a point west of Condobolin.
This was the unofficial Australian record for
about five years. It is noteworthy that Dr.
Heydon, and other members of the Sydney
Soaring Club at that time, all completed flights
exceeding the requirements of our present day
Silver C long before they had even heard of
such Certificates in Australia.
During the war, a little flying was done
with the Gull I and Kite at Narrabeen. The Gull
I got broken by a visitor from England and
activities lapsed until 1944.
In 1945, the Sydney Soaring Club had a
successful trip to Parkes. Martin Warner flew
209 miles which stood as the Australian
distance record for some time. On that
occasion, Dr. Heydon made the longest crosscountry flight of his career in Gull I when he
flew 158 miles from Parkes to Tocumwal. On
this occasion, he found himself becoming very
tired due to flying for a long time at great
heights and descended from nearly 8,000 ft, in
order to land. Had he not done so, it is likely
that he would have flown a great deal further
and his decision to land was one he regretted
for many years afterwards.
Dr. Heydon finally stopped flying in 1954
when he was 73 years old. Apart from a short
period during the war, he had flown
continuously from 1934. At the time of his

retirement, he had flown over 1,000 solo hours
and. had been endorsed for 26 types of
aeroplane, ranging from the tiny single seat
DH53 to the twin-engined Monospar.
Dealing with his activities other than
aviation, Dr. Heydon returned to Australia in
1921, after carrying out various medical and
other courses at Oxford and Cambridge postwar and joined the Commonwealth Department
of Health. He spent several years in New
Guinea, then a much more primitive country,
mainly stationed at Rabaul and later in 1935,
transferred to the School of Tropical Medicine
which was started at Townsville. In due
course, the School of Tropical Medicine was
transferred to Sydney and Dr. Heydon stayed
with it until his retirement at the age of 65.
His task at the school was Parasitologist.
Dr. Heydon was a member of the Medical
Research Council during the war and was
regarded as world authority on parasitic worms
and malaria.

The Future resourced by the Past
Emilis Prelgauskas
In my working life as an architect I often
deal with the conundrums between the worth of
the brand spanking new with or against the
existing, the old, the derelict. In regard to
knocking down existing buildings to erect the
new, recycling parts of the existing into the new
build, or keeping the old and infusing new
activities within.
History is not just about stuff, or how well
it does its job in today’s circumstances. Nor is it
just about display behind glass so that we can
snigger at how backward ‘they’ were in ‘the
olden days’.
Artefacts are held in trust so that we can
see where we came from, the people,
techniques, and limitations involved. These give
us a sense of value about how well served we
are now, and therefore our opportunities and
responsibilities going forward to coming
generations.
In the gliding world, that past is the
product of the society of that time, the
innovators and their insights which moved the
sport forward to what we recognise today. The
relevant artefacts go beyond the gliders, and
whether we can retain them as either airworthy
or display-only items. It extends interest beyond
these to visual, written and oral reminders.
These bring with them from the past the flavour
of the people involved, their thinking as well as

their hopes and aspirations.
Early in 2012 Harry Schneider had
offered to loan Edmund Schneider Pty. Ltd.
factory original drawings for copying for storage
at the Australian Gliding Museum. It was
arranged that South Australian enthusiasts
would undertake the collect/copy/return tasks.
Involving several day long multi-hundred
kilometre trips and the time and tools noted
below.
Interest in doing this extends beyond just
the prurient voyeur or seeking to grasp stuff, it
is about drawing out the vital understanding
about that earlier period which otherwise is
unrecorded and lost.
Therefore, it is the associated
conversations and insights which come with the
artefacts which have been sought out.
The available drawings were collected
on Tuesday February 7th 2012 from Harry
Schneider’s Cockatoo Valley home, and the
bundle was taken to Emilis’ home at Monarto.
The next day, Wednesday 8th February, was
then devoted by John Ingram, Catherine
Conway and Emilis to a day long exercise at
Steve Bown’s work studio near Emilis’ home.
There is a long standing arrangement between
Emilis and Steve, a structural steel
draughtsman, where he is amenable to Emilis
using the studio’s resources.
This includes an A0 size ‘photocopy’
style flat bed printer. Steve had in advance
helped set it up for the day’s work and cleared
space in the studio. Emilis bought thick packs
of A1 size paper.
The as-collected drawings had for
decades been rolled up; some were in tubes,
some were random rolls. They were drawn on a
variety of tracing papers, translucent paper and
film media base. Paper sizes varied, as did the
condition of the original. Where necessary, on
the copying day these had existing edge
damage or tears taped, existing stiff edging
removed, before any attempt began to copy.
Only one copy was made from original to
minimise damage to the originals. Because the
drawings as-collected were all rolled up ‘inward’
(ie the drawing facing into the roll), a warm
setting clothes iron was at Steve’s suggestion
used to give a flat edge on one or several sides
of each original so that the feed to the printer
would work.
(Modern practice is to roll drawings
‘outward’, ie with the drawing facing to the
outside of the roll, to avoid that issue in
presenting originals to printer. This may seem

counter-intuitive – suggesting the drawing face
is exposed to damage; but in practice it is just
the title block which is thus exposed.)
For uniformity in archiving (including
future scanning for electronic storage), all prints
were done at A1 paper size. Longer originals
had several prints done to cover that original.
Early on in setting up the print run a few long
paper rolls were attempted for these long
originals, some originals up to 2 metres in
length. Results were ‘patchy’. Successfully
controlling original and paper at these lengths
by 3 people crowding one printer was
‘challenging’. Only one copy was taken from
each original to minimise potential damage to
these. As a result sometimes corners of the
drawing are missed on the copy due to misfeed
or paper size mismatch. So some drawing
numbers or corner info has been missed.
Better this than further damage to the sole
originals.
A whole day was needed to get a copy
from each original. Aircraft types canvassed
were:ES-60 and 60b, ES-59, ES-52 Mk4, ES-57,
ES-56, Grunau III and IV.
Single drawings included SG38 primary.
There were further drawings on exploratory
types never finished –
ES-67 ‘prone’ lying single seater,
ES-61 second generation Kookaburra, and
interesting insights such as a T tail ES60
variant.
The later production types had fully
departmental approved production drawings.
Early types with small built numbers had a
small number of workshop style drawings. The
Grunau III drawings are German originals.
Much of this was on drawings rolled up
in random lots. The follow up work over later
days was to collate and order them by type to
make archiving and eventual digitising easier.
Then to roll these up (outward) and place within
tubes where practicable, and plastic bag covers
for large drawing sets.
The score for the print day was 200
copies made. The volunteers absorbed the
travel, storage, printer use costs. The only cost
to the Museum is the paper. Collection for
transport to Bacchus Marsh is to follow.
Original drawings were returned to Harry
Schneider on Tuesday 14th February. The copy
set are being held in the Ferries McDonald
Library at Monarto for the moment awaiting
collection to go to Australian Gliding Museum.

CHARLES EDWARD “WALLY” WALLINGTON
July 1921 – July 1992

The second edition of his book
was published in 1966 when we emigrated to
Australia where we were delighted to find a
readymade community of lovely friends. Since
1965 Wally had played an active part in the
meetings of OSTIV and at one of these
meetings he presented Australia's bid to FAI for
the World Gliding Championships to be held at
Waikerie in South Australia in 1974. The bid
was accepted and and he was asked to be the
Director of the Championships.
Although the opening day on 12th
January 1974 was wet and windy the weather
improved and the championships were a
wonderful success. U.K. Sailplane and Gliding
reported that “The Australians made it all
happen....they were magnificent and it was
“real beaut”.

by Joyce Wallington
Wally had just started his career in the
British Met Office as a weatherman when the
second World War started in 1939.
Forecasting for the RAF in England and
Portugal led him in 1947, to take up gliding at
Lasham in Hampshire so that he could
experience at first hand changing weather
patterns and two of his particular interests –
sea-breeze effects and airflow over mountains.
This in turn stirred him to start writing his
comprehensive book for glider pilots.
In 1954 Wally asked to be meteorologist
at the World Gliding Championships at
Camphill in Derbyshire, England. Unfortunately
these championships coincided with a spell of
awful weather so the event was not a great
success. However after this meteorologists
were regularly requested at gliding
championships and Wally who was never slow
in coming forward, usually got the job.
Meteorology for Glider Pilots was
published in 1961 when Wally was becoming
well known in the gliding field and he was
invited as meteorologist to the next World
Championships at Junin in South America in
February, 1963. The World Gliding
Championships were again held in the U.K. in
1965 at South Cerney with poor weather and
complicated conditions. It was after this event
that he was awarded the OSTIV plaque for “the
most noteworthy scientific contribution to
soaring flight”.

It was in 1982 when a bid was made to
hold the World Gliding Championships in
Australia again. Benalla was the site chosen
and the professional bid secured it for 1987.
Besides the honour of being asked to be
Director again Wally was elated to be the first
Australian to be awarded the Lilienthal Medal in
1985.
The preparations for Benalla went ahead
and one comment was that “All the Directors
are working like the proverbial “drover's dog”.
The Championships went very well but Wally
found it much harder going than Waikerie, in
hindsight, probably because he was already
feeling the effects of his fatal illness. So it gave
him a lift in 1991 when he was awarded the
Order of the Medal of Australia for service to
aviation meteorology. His last honour was the
FAI Sports Medal and Diploma in 1992.
Although Wally's career* changed course
several times in Australia his ongoing
fascination with the weather and all it's moods
and variations never left him.
*1966 Principal Research Scientist – CSIRO
Canberra
*1970 Director Institute of Marine Sciences and
Professor of Applied Mathematics – University of New
South Wales
*1973 Head of the School of Applied Science –
Canberra College of Advanced Education

The Kookaburra Project
by Chris Saunders
The fuselage just appeared one day at
the workshop. I hadn’t noticed it before. It was
probably delivered to the workshop before the
M100 was completed. It already had some
preliminary work done on it, such as stripping
the old covering, paint and some fittings. It was
in a sorry state as it had been left out in the
open and had standing water in the cockpit. I
felt like calling the RSPCG!

Water damage to the fuselage
Two very substantial ply bulkheads had
delaminated and would have to be replaced.
Both Bob Wyatt and I had just finished
with the M100 and were looking for an easier
job to give us a break. But this was not to be.
Bob volunteered to make new bulkheads,
(which is an odd thing since he is ex air force! It
must have been the sun). I elected to remake
the many wood fittings, floor joists and structure
that were beyond repair.
Deiter Klein undertook to make a new
fuselage cover that fits beneath the centre
section wing root together with a couple of
access covers to allow the attachment of the
controls later. Between Jim Barton and Graeme
Bishop the hardware was sand blasted and
then painted.
The area around the landing wheel was
particularly water logged and fell away when
the hardware was removed, therefore losing the
potential to make a pattern. As the aircraft was
to be for static display only, we had allowed
ourselves some poetic licence as to the way we
repaired things so this was not so much a
problem. We also found out that one cannot
assume that a symmetrical part such as a

fuselage, is necessarily made that way. Dieter
found out this with his cover panel.
Whilst all the paint stripping and
patching was going on, I made one seat
and managed to repair the other. Some of
the floorboards were salvageable.
There was some doubt how the left hand
front seat back is attached. Our ‘Kooka’ had a
parcel shelf behind the seat and attached to the
rear bulkhead and the sidewall, which I’m told is
strictly non-standard but I’m also told on good
authority that no two ‘Kookas’ were the same!
So our Kooka now has a front seat back
supported by a new parcel shelf.
About this point in the fuselage repair,
we learned that the aircraft was to be modified
with the fitment of a ‘three piece wing’ and the
work to be carried out at Bacchus Marsh.
“Goody”, I thought, “time to wind down!” This
was not to be. The one-piece wing was cut up
at Bacchus and was delivered to ‘Ferntree
Gully’. When we finally got around to inspecting
what we had and deciding in what form the
attachments would take, we took stock of the
whole exercise.
This is what we found:
The fuselage has a side-hinged canopy.
The centre section of wing is the rear-hinged
canopy type, which means much reworking to
make it fit. We also found out that owing to a
misunderstanding, we received the one marked
“discard”. This one required major work on the
wing aft of the main spar. So in summary, we
have the fuselage of one aircraft, the centre
section wing of a second, the wing tips of a
third, and not sure where the ailerons came
from, certainly none of the above!
It’s not all bad though. Because the wing
tips did not belong to the centre section, we
didn’t have to make the adjoining rib at the
point of attachment, twice!
Bob Wyatt set about repairing the trailing
edge and making new ribs while Dieter and I
were fixing up the punctures and scars
everywhere else.
After much discussion, we devised a
method to attach the wing tips in such a way
that would not be obvious to the casual
observer. As the main spar is hollow, we made
a simple extension glued into the centre section
spars on to which slides the corresponding
wings tips locating with pegs at the leading
edge and inside the rear spar. The final
attachment (for security only) is four large
screws through the wing tip spars top and
bottom and into the spar extensions.

Rebuilding the ailerons
The aileron cables at the junction now
have just a couple of plate joiners that can be
attached or detached quickly through a special
access panel on the underside of each tip.
These cables are too short in many cases but
this will be remedied by simply joining them
with a ferrule at an inconspicuous place.
The aircraft came without spoilers so
guessing what form they would take from the
bay in the wings where they are mounted,
Dieter made up some aluminium ones modelled
on the Grunau Baby wings which were being
worked upon nearby.
Bish, meanwhile was beavering away
fixing up the canopy frame. It roughly fitted the,
very shabby, Perspex canopy. Nobody could
picture how all this would come together.
There were many little challenges on the
way. One such was the fact that the port wing
tip was 4mm higher than the wing it had to
match at the rear spar and correspondingly
4mm low on it’s underside. This was fixed by
shaving some off the top, tapering towards the
wing tip and similarly adding material on the
underside. The aileron, which was also
affected, was ‘fixed’ by dragging the hinge point
up 2mm averaging the error.

Major work aft of the spar

We rigged the aircraft and found
interference between the wing and the right
hand side of the fuselage. We also found that
the wing sits on the fuselage with a bias to the
left, which means that the left hand span is
greater than the right! This is more noticeable
at the cockpit to wing aspect.
Our wing would normally have a narrow
skylight behind the canopy hinges while the
side canopy types had a much larger skylight.
Our aircraft now has neither. The disparity
between types will only allow for a plywood roof
shaped to match the profile of the
wing/fuselage junction. That also, being the
easiest course to take.
While the aircraft remained rigged, Bob
took the opportunity to make a fairing that was
missing from the upper trailing edge to fuselage
junction.
The next job was to demount the wing
and have it on a bench in the inverted position
to enable work on the underside of the cockpit
area and to get the aileron cables through
some blind holes. These blind holes were little
more than the diameter of the cable that passes
through it, taking the place of fairleads. So with
a bit of lateral thinking we opened up the holes
to double the size so the cable could be
threaded through with the aide of small rod and
presto! It didn’t matter that the cables would be
a sloppy fit as we reminded ourselves that this
aircraft is a static model only.
Dieter and Bish joined and fitted the
cables with their custom joiners in the wing tips
at the join.
The right hand side window frame was a
bit scruffy so I made a new one and fitted it
taking care of the fuselage to wing interference
(I hope!) at the same time. There was one more
rigging that took place as a final check of those
clearances and control cable runs. With just
some filling and sanding to do we are ready for
covering and Bob should be looking forward to
fitting the canopy. Good luck!

WENLOCK OLYMPIC GAMES
Story Bruce Stephenson, Pictures Martin Simons

International Competition came to the skies of
Shropshire after the Midland Gliding Club
teamed up with the Vintage Glider Club to host
the first-ever Wenlock Olympian Games Gliding
competition featuring gliders harking back to an
age when gliding was briefly an Olympic sport.

An entrant in the Ka6 Class
---ooooo---

Historic Rudder donated to Museum

Three entrants in the Olympia Class
The Midland Gliding Club, based at their
airfield on the Long Mynd, was proud to host
the first ever Wenlock Olympian Gliding
Competition which ended on Saturday 21st of
July, 2012. A field of more than 50 pilots from 7
countries converged on the Long Mynd for a
week of tasks involving best distance flown and
the fastest time over a set course, typically at
around 100Kms.
Gliding was an official demonstration
sport at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, and
was to be a full sport in the 1940 Olympics at
Helsinki, however war intervened. Whilst
gliding’s Olympic debut was to be short lived, it
has now gained a place as permanent part of
the Wenlock Olympian Games.
The week opened with a task that took
the gliders over Much Wenlock in which
spectators at the Olympian Games field could
clearly see, along with two spectacular displays
over the weekend of glider aerobatics by the
German aerobatic pilot Christoph Zahn, flying
a replica of the Habicht glider that made its
public debut at the 1936 Berlin Olympics.
The winner of the Gold Medal in the
Olympia class was Bruno Wettstein from
Switzerland and the winner of the Ka6 class
was Adrian Emck from Great Britain.

Slingsby T21 prepares for a bungey launch

Geelong Gliding Club President John Ashford
presents the rudder from their 1929 Primary to
Museum President Dave Goldsmith, at a
Geelong Club function at the Bacchus Marsh
gliding clubhouse. The rudder features a list of
sites at which the Primary flew during the years
1929 to 1933. On the other side is depicted a
cat with a red bow tie, “the Cats” had been
adopted as the nickname for the Geelong
Football Club in 1923. The Primary featured in
many black-and-white movies from the period.
TENTATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT
AUSTRALIAN GLIDING MUSEUM
OPEN DAY &
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Committee of the Australian Gliding
Museum has tentatively set the date of 4th
November, 2012 as the date for the next
Open Day at Bacchus Marsh Airfield. It is
expected to follow the pattern of Annual
General Meeting, Barbeque/sausage sizzle
lunch, and flying (weather permitting).
Mark your calendar!

Cataloguing Our Collection - Victorian Collections Database
From Bernard Duckworth
Members may be interested to learn that the Australian Gliding Museum’s
collection, including aircraft and related historical material, is progressively being
catalogued using Museum Victoria’s “Victorian Collections” database.
“Victorian Collections” is a digital catalogue system for use by community groups
(such as museums, galleries, historical societies etc) for recording their
collections and ensuring that they are well documented for the future. It also
promotes sharing of information about collections with other organisations and
the public.
If you go to www.victoriancollections.net.au and search under organisations for
“Australian Gliding”, you will find the Australian Gliding Museum’s Victorian
Collections page (see picture below).

Alternatively, you can use a keyword search term like “gliding” and you will find
records for items from the Museum’s collection that have been tagged using that
term. If you are looking for something quite specific, for example, the records for
items where there is a connection to a particular club e.g. Geelong Gliding Club,
– type in “Geelong” and you will presently find (amongst the results) the record
for Percy Pratt’s Dunstable Kestrel (see picture overleaf). The database is
readily searchable in a number of ways and you only need basic internet skills to
do so.

At this stage we have uploaded about a dozen records. However, the number will
steadily increase as our volunteers collect the information necessary for each
item and it is uploaded in the form required by the system.
The Museum will continue to maintain its own website
(www.australianglidingmuseum.org.au) – if you are in Victorian Collection you
can quickly cross to the Museum’s website by the link provided.
Can you help?
The cataloguing process is an opportunity for members to conduct research and
assist with the gathering of information on collection items. In relation to each
item, a worksheet is completed and a photograph taken. The worksheet
specifies the information required by Victorian Collections. Some of this is
readily available from Museum records and from an inspection of the item. The
more interesting task is the researching and summarising the relevant history
and the significance of the item for the collection. As much of this research can
be done away from the Museum, it is an opportunity for members to volunteer
who find it impractical to attend at Bacchus Marsh on a regular basis.
Furthermore, if you have some special knowledge or interest in a particular area
or in relation to a particular collection item we would be happy to give you an
assignment that suits. Interested? If so please contact Bernard Duckworth [03
93914611] – bernard_duckworth@hotmail.com or anyone on the Committee.

AN INVITATION: The Australian Gliding Museum continues to expand it's
collection and activities. More volunteers are welcome to participate in the
Australian Gliding Museum Member's Shed! If you are able to spare some time
on Tuesdays at Bacchus Marsh, or Wednesdays and/or Fridays at Ferntree
Gully, please feel free to drop in, have a cup of tea, and see if this is for you!

