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David Goldsmith and Jim Barton hangar fly the T31b

Montage by Ron Weste

Welcome

to the Australian Gliding Museum
Newsletter Number 28.

Membership Changes:
New members:
Welcome to the following new members who
have joined since publication of our last
Newsletter:
Ian Burrows from Ballarat.
David Craddock from Epping, NSW.
Anthony Duckworth from Kensington.
Reg Marron from Launceston, Tas.
Ken Young from Greensborough.
Graham Cassidy from Launceston, Tas.
Robert Fraser from Newham.
John Kingsland from Glenbrook, NSW.
Raymond Stokes from Sunbury.
Marcia Cavanagh from Oak Park.
Robert Dorning from North Fitzroy.
Gilbert Johnston from Barnstaple, Devon, U.K.
Jeffrey Mc Donald from Caulfield South.
Shari McGregor from Munster, WA.
David Mills from Cottesloe, WA.
David Slater from Bacchus Marsh.
Greig Wanless from Plenty.
Karren Melhuish from Corio
Farewell:
Regrettably, Frank Smith passed away
during February, 2013. Frank was well known in
aeromodelling circles for the outstanding scale
model aircraft he built, for his unique collection
of aviation photographs and for his wide
general aviation knowledge.

The Dave Darbyshire workshop has
benefited from the donation by Rudi Feil of
various items of equipment including a saw
bench and planer, bench drill, lathe, air
compressor, and spay guns, and Rolf Buelter
has donated a glass display cabinet and an
oxygen regulator and mask.
Thank you to all of the donors.

Recent Museum Acquisitions:
Vintage Gliders Australia has donated
their Schleicher K4 two-seater VH-IKK and
James Garay his Woodstock VH-IKL (pictured
below) and trailer. Both of these aircraft are
worthy additions to the Museum’s collection.
In addition, Murray Evans has donated
many of his files covering Murray’s long
involvement in the gliding movement at a senior
level in addition to books, magazines,
instruments and other memorabilia.

Allan is the second member of the
Barton family to be awarded the AM, brother
Jim (the Museum’s Vice President) being
awarded the AM “for services to gliding” in
1990. In addition, former sister-in-law Heather
Barton was awarded the AM in 1999 “ for her
service to youth through Guides”.

VGA President Alan Patching hands over the
Schleicher K4 to Museum President Dave
Goldsmith at Old Mates Week, Benalla

Australia Day Honours.
Former Museum member, Allan Barton
who passed away last June, was honoured in
the recent Australia Day Honours with his
posthumous award of being made a Member of
the Order of Australia (AM). The award was for
“significant service to accounting and
economics as an author, researcher, educator
and mentor”.

Aircraft Refurbishment Program.
At the Ferntree Gully workshop,
refurbishment of the Blue Grunau has been
completed up to the painting stage and the
aircraft has been relocated to Bacchus Marsh
for storage in the Bruce Brockhoff Annexe. In its
place at Ferntree Gully, work commenced on
refurbishment of the wings of the Leigh Bunting
Grunau. The major rebuild of the Kookaburra
has progressed to the stage where fabricing is
complete and this aircraft is also to be relocated
for storage at Bacchus Marsh.

Work has also commenced on refurbishment of
the fuselage of the ES49 donated by Eric Oats.

consolidation of our glider refurbishment
program at that site and the use of the
Ferntree Gully facility has been discontinued
effective from
the end of May, 2013.The
Australian Gliding Museum was granted free
access to the use of the facility at the
Bridgestone Tyre Centre at 876 Burwood
Highway, Ferntree Gully, by the then proprietors
of the tyre service, Peter Barton and Glen
McVeigh, in August, 2001. In early 2005, as a
result of the Tyre Service being taken over by a
new proprietor, it became necessary for the
Museum to pay rent for the use of the facility
and we are very indebted to the Directors of
Aviaquip for coming to the Museum’s aid and
covering this rental obligation for most of the
period required.

Equipment storage shed under construction
by John Buchanan and John Ashford

2006 Ferntree Gully Annual General Meeting
Since establishing the workshop in 2001,
Museum volunteers have spent in the order of
34,000 hours on the refurbishment of Museum
aircraft in addition to hours spent on other fund
raising projects.

Mal Alexander watches Keith Nolan at work
on the Schweizer TG 3 wings
At the Dave Darbyshire Workshop at
Bacchus Marsh, work continues on the Skylark
4 and refurbishment of the Schweizer TG 3
wings is underway.
Ferntree Gully Workshop Closure.
Following the establishment of the
Dave Darbyshire Workshop at Bacchus Marsh,
the Museum has been working towards the

Twenty two different Museum aircraft
have been worked on, most of which involved a
complete strip of fabric covering, close
inspection and repair of components, and
refabricing of the aircraft ready for painting.
Some aircraft, such as the M100, involved a
major rebuild to bring them up to static display
standard. Under the terms of the lease
agreement, we were not permitted to paint
there. Where feasible and practical, aircraft
were restored to airworthy condition in
compliance with GFA standards.
In addition to working on the aircraft
refurbishment program, volunteers built 3
replica Taylor Gliders, one of which is now on
display in the National Museum of Australia in
Canberra.

We have been very fortunate to have
had a wonderful team of volunteers since
establishment of the Ferntree Gully workshop
12 years ago. Most have been with us for most
of this period but regrettably we have lost a
number due to illness and at this time all of our
volunteers, with the exception of 2, are 80
years of age and older. To be able to work with
such a keen, enthusiastic, knowledgeable and
professional group has without doubt been
inspirational. It has indeed been a privilege to
work with these members.

Aviation Museums National
Annual Forum – Canberra

At the moment the Bacchus Marsh team
working bee is on Tuesdays, and it is planned
to increase this to include Wednesdays. With
carpooling from the Ferntree Gully team, and
expanding the Bacchus team, we are confident
that two days per week are achievable. More
volunteers are welcome, please call Jim Barton
on 9309 4412 or Dave Goldsmith on 54283358.

Australian Aviation Museum – Bankstown.

Network

–

November 10 – 12, 2012.
Under the auspices of Museums
Australia, volunteer aviation museums in
Australia have formed a special interest group.
Current members of this group are:
Airways Museum – Essendon.
Australian Aircraft Restoration Group
operators of the Moorabbin Air Museum.

–

Australian Gliding Museum – Bacchus Marsh.
Aviation Historical Society of N.T. – Darwin.
B24 Liberator Restoration Fund – Werribee.
Queensland Air Museum – Caloundra.
RAAF Association WA – Bull Creek.
South Australian Aviation Museum – Port
Adelaide.
This group meets annually to exchange
information and discuss problems of common
concern. The last meeting was held in
Canberra last November, and, in addition to
tabling of reports and discussion of items of
common concern, attendees were treated to a
tour of the War Memorial workshops under the
guidance of the Curator, John White.

The Geelong Gliding Club Super Cub
undergoes repairs in the Dave Darbyshire
workshop.
Photo by Ron Weste
National Aviation Museum Petition.
A petition calling for the establishment of
a National Aviation Museum has been
circulated to members and supporters.This
petition has been coordinated by Mark
Pilkington, Secretary of the Australian Aircraft
Restoration Group (AARG), operators of the
Moorabbin Air Museum, and all members and
supporters of the Australian Gliding Museum
were asked for their support.

Members of the Australian Gliding
Museum can obtain free admission to the
Museums listed above by presentation of their
AGM membership card.
The next meeting of this group is to be held
in Darwin next September.
-----00000-----

Return of signed petition forms was
requested by March 1, 2013. This closing date
has now been extended till later this year, so if
you have not yet returned your forms or if you
can obtain further signatures, please do so.
Each additional signature you can obtain
is important.

RAAF Cadets enjoyed Vintage Gliding movies

WOOD REPAIR AND FABRIC COURSE
10TH to 19TH SEPTEMBER, 2012
Photos Cliff Prichard

The first woodworking and fabricing course at
the Museum's Bacchus Marsh facility was
attended by Cliff Pritchard, Bob Hickman, John
Ashford, Richard Cotton, Graeme Cassidy,
Dave and Jenne Goldsmith, Ray Ash and John
Kingsley, Andrew and Rob Benton and Kim Van
Wessem. Instructors were: Wood course:Alan Patching, John Ashford, Doug Lyon, Gary
Sunderland, Ian Bogaard and Bob Wyatt
Fabric
course:Jim
Barton,
Russell
Darbyshire from Aviaquip and John Buchanan.

Russell Darbyshire shows how it's done

Solar light mirrored to inspect a wing
A quick touch with the calibrated iron

First build a nice standard part....

The students get a go.

then test it to destruction!

Very nice!

MELBOURNE CUP VINTAGE RALLY AND
AUSTRALIAN GLIDING MUSEUM OPEN DAY
Photos by Bob Hickman, Jenne and Dave Goldsmith

The weather for this year's Rally and
Open Day was bound to be good, going on the
law of averages and the downpours of the last
two years! So it was, with flying on all four days,
only turning on Tuesday afternoon, the
thunderstorms coming in on cue as the Cup
was due to be run!

Colour on the launching grid
Winch launching was available on all
four days, with thanks to John Buchanan, the
Geelong Gliding Club, and enthusiastic helpers.
Jeff McDonald kindly provided towing for the
slower gliders in his Auster, sometimes flown by
Martin Power. Pawnees also assisted with
launching.
Saturday's flying began well, with Bob
Hickman and Boomerang GQY going to 4,500
ft amsl in a 1 hr 20m flight. Others to reach
4,500 ft amsl were Leigh Bunting, of Balaclava
Club, in his beautiful red open cockpit Grunau
Baby, GDN, in a flight of 1 hr 15m. Jenne
Goldsmith won the hat for the shortest flight, in
her yellow Hutter 17.
ASK13 GPY and
Zephyrus GHZ also had good flights.
Sunday was another pleasant day, 24
degrees expected and good soaring. However
the Gliding Museum's open day, Annual
General Meeting and barbeque lunch placed
more emphasis on convivial pursuits and nice
food than challenging the elements. Once the

pleasantries were over good flights were
enjoyed by many, with the longest distance on
handicap 35 km by Leigh in the Baby, best
duration by Jenne in the Hutter, and equal best
height 4,500 ft amsl by Bob Hickman in the
Boomerang, also being reached by Jenne and
Leigh. Ian Burston and Dave Goldsmith won
the shortest flight hat!

The Museum Annual General Meeting was held
on Sunday
At the Annual General Meeting good
progress in all areas was reported. Election of
Officebearer's produced a number of changes,
as Bruce Hearn retired from the
Vice
Presidency due to ill health. Jim Barton was
elected to that position, and Chris Saunders
was elected Treasurer. Peter Tantau was
elected to the resulting Ordinary Committee
member vacancy.
President David Goldsmith wished Bruce
a speedy recovery on behalf of all museum
members and thanked all Committee members
for their hard work and support. A busy year
ahead was anticipated.

Museum Archivist Bernie Duckworth and
Gliding Historian David Craddock
checking the facts.

Monday 5th was warmer, with a
temperature of 28 degrees and a northerly
breeze. David Howse, just back from Japan,
gave a very interesting presentation on
Japanese Vintage Gliding. The Museum's T31b
came out for some winch launches and was put
to good use by David Craddock, Leigh Bunting,
Rob Dorning, Keith Nolan, Alan Patching, and
Jenne and Dave Goldsmith. John King from
Benalla rigged the Slingsby Dart, but health
problems with a family member intervened to
reduce his time available, and he did not fly.
John Pollnitz assists David Craddock and
Jenne Goldsmith

Sylvia presents Jenne and Alan with the
certificate and hat for Tuesday's shortest flight!
An overcast Tuesday again saw the T31
in action, with Ross Birch, Alf McMillan, David
Fynmore, Jenne G and Alan P having flights,
Alan and Jenne winning the shortest flight hat.
Ian Patching flew Boomerang GTK on an
evaluation flight after a long period of repair
following an unfortunate connection of wingtip
with fence post. The wing spar proved it's
exceptional strength by transferring much of the
damage to the fuselage bulkhead. Ian's was the
longest flight of the day. The Zephyrus and
Geelong Club ASK-13 performed stirling
service as well, however approaching
thunderstorms with lightning called an early
end to a nice day and a pleasant rally.
Delicious meals were provided in the
clubhouse on Saturday, Sunday and Monday
evening by Ann Birch, Sylvia Sharman, Jenne
Goldsmith and Edna Nolan and available
helpers. Thanks to them from the appreciative
diners! Also thanks to the Bacchus Marsh
gliding community for providing excellent
facilities, accommodation, and even some
hangar space for our wooden wonders –
spaces vacated by gliders going to the VSA
coaching course at Raywood. And thanks to all
the members and visitors who enthusiastically
ground handled, waved to tugs, flew tugs,
drove winches and towcars, inspected gliders,
towed gliders, hooked on, etc., etc.

Ian Patching receives a certificate for the
longest flight on Tuesday from Dave Goldsmith

GCV President Rob Dorning has long wanted
to fly the Museum T31b
Overall the rally had been a lot of fun
and much vintage flying was had. It was nice to
see gliders and pilots from Adelaide and
Benalla make the journey.
The Museum
continues to make excellent progress and the
open day was a big success. Many were reunited with gliding and gliding people, and
some even got off the ground!

MUSEUM AT THE AVALON AIRSHOW

Around the walls were a large variety of
colour gliding pictures, three pull up information
screens and some large banners, while a
special edition 8 page brochure based on the
Gliding Australia format was handed out, as
well as old issues of GFA magazines.

The Australian Gliding Museum entry to
the Australian International Airshow, 1st to 3rd
March, 2013, was well supported by GFA and
VSA, resulting in a comprehensive display
enjoyed by a multitude of visitors. Clear blue
skies brought out spectators in large numbers.

Another VSA promotion handout for
clubs offering a 10% discount on trial flights
was very well taken up by visitors, and may
provide some feedback on results achieved.
The Minimoa fuselage and starboard
wing, owned by Fernando Salazar and being
built by Mal Bennett, and the 1954 yellow
Hutter 17, both inside the large marquee, were
supplemented by a Ventus 18 single seater, a
Twin Astir two-seater, and a Taifun motor glider
on the grass just outside our front door.

Preparation of the VSA flight simulator

Also inside the marquee were the
Victorian Soaring Association mobile gliding
simulator projecting the Condor imagery onto a
large curved screen, and a television media
display running non-stop gliding films. The
simulator was well patronised at $5 a flight.

A team of over a dozen supporters each
day, dressed in royal blue long sleeve polo
shirts with Museum, GFA and VSA logos,
catered to the many in the crowd. Sincere
thanks are extended to all our members and
friends who worked tirelessly to prepare, man
the display and attend to the visitors, and pack
up. Thanks also to our sponsors, the Victorian
Soaring Association and the Gliding Federation
of Australia, and also Steve Wallis and Don
Crompton of the
Australian International
Airshow for providing comprehensive support
and accommodation for our display.

ULYSSES CLUB VISIT

Over twenty members of the Macedon Ranges
Branch of the Ulysses Club visited the Museum
on 7th March, 2013. By all accounts their visit
was enjoyed very much, and more visits by
other chapters are arranged. Thanks to Ian
(Moose) Cowie for organising the visit.

THE GREAT ESCAPE!

International Gliding Coach G. Dale was at
Benalla in November 2012 conducting his
famous cross-country racing course. While
there he took the opportunity to try “the Great
Escape” simulator used for bailout training from
a glider. Having bailed out after a mid-air
collision in England some months earlier, he
showed his skill by lowering the fastest exit and
ripcord pull time to 8 seconds!
-----00000-----

SALAMANDRA PROGRESS

-----00000----Andy Benton attended the Wood and Fabric course
in September 2012. Here he is seen about to
launch in his Ka6 at Nelson, New Zealand.
Ray Ash has sent these pictures of his Salamandra
rigged for the first time. (See AGM Newsletter 26)

HAROLD BRADLEY
A LIFETIME OF GLIDING
By Alan Bradley

FIRST INTEREST --- 1912
Harold became fascinated with the thought of flying in
1912 when after school he regularly attended the
workshop of Norwood (S.Aust) bicycle mechanics Harold
and Helmsley Jones who built a Wright type glider. He
assisted with rigging chores and saw it glide down the
slopes at nearby Magill.

The pictured glider could well be Harold’s but Peter
Kilmier and I are unsure of the intent of the wording on
the back of the photo in the ASC archives. Harold’s
primary glider was reported in an article in the Sunday
Mail dated 12th October, 1975 as having flown in 1924
at Sellicks Hill but I understand that was reported
incorrectly.
It is more likely that construction
commenced late in 1924, the year of his marriage, and
flown privately in 1926. Incidentally, this is the glider
which Ewan Roberts later looped at Sellicks Beach off
auto tow. As I understand it a few other enthusiasts
quickly became involved to form a small group which
with a combined effort, produced a second primary in
1927/8.
Some no doubt saw this as a group of
individuals but it seems likely that some of this “group”
which was described by Harold in his 1972 article for
Australian Gliding as having no rules, no subs., with
members paying two shillings each day when flying,
made a significant contribution to the formation of the
more formal Gliding Club of South Australian in June
1929. The catalyst for this ‘club’ was the publication of
that month’s National Geographic Magazine.
SCUD I --- 1932/4?

FIRST GLIDER ---1914
This was built when he was only a 15 year old, having
just started work as an apprentice boilermaker at
Islington Railways Workshop. He described it to me as a
Lilienthal type glider whereas Allan Ash described it in
his book as a Pilcher type glider. I believe the difference
between the two types was mainly structural. I haven’t
as yet given up finding the construction drawing which
Peter Kilmier believes he can recall seeing in the ASC
Archives. Allan Ash reported that it flew for up to 30
seconds but I think that figure was probably an
optimistic approximation by Harold at the time. My
understanding is that perhaps 4-5 seconds was closer to
the mark as apparently he was quite excited just to lift
his feet off the ground. This flying was also conducted
on the slopes at Magill.
PRIMARY GLIDER --- commenced 1924?

In probably 1932 Harold sold his primary and obtained
plans for the Abbotts Baynes Scud I, the partnership
having being established in 1931.
I believe he
commenced building around late 1932 with completion
during 1934. He and others were less than happy with
its flying characteristics and upon hearing of the death of
an experienced British pilot, Harold decided that his
machine would not result in an Australian death and put
a match to it.
LARK --- 1934/38 ??

I’m puzzled at the statement in Harold’s 1972 writings on
“Adelaide Gliding” and repeated in Allan Ash’s book
published in 1990. There is no way that he built the
Scud and most of the Lark by 1935. I was born in
January 1934 and would need to have been at least 4
years old to have any memories of this machine. I can
recall it very much unfinished on our open back
verandah which had the laundry one end and the toilet
entrance in the middle. What is still quite clear in my
memory was the pride of being photographed with it
before going to Sunday school one morning. I remember
thinking the “nose cone” looked like a fat cushion from
an upholstered chair as Harold fitted it for the photo, it
was in fact fabric covered kapok fixed to a timber frame.
The rudder and elevator were also not fully covered if I
remember correctly and the photo of it suggests that
this was so. Harold never owned a camera and I can
only conclude that he assembled the glider in the back
yard partially finished when one became available. From
these memories I can only guess that it was not
completed until some time late in 1937 or 1938. I can
remember it being taken to Devitt’s Paddock at the end
of our street on a hand cart and that is when the
silhouette photo showing its tapered wing was taken. I
also saw it fly at Seacombe Heights where the skid was
wiped off. All flights that I saw were from auto tow
behind my uncle’s 1928 Hudson Super Six which Harold
later purchased. My understanding is that the Gliding
Club of South Australia, which was revived in about
1932, was again well in decline by the mid 1930’s and
ceased about 1937 due to the depression.
Consequently, most of the construction proceeded on
our back verandah, something which my mother never
let him forget especially after building and burning the
Scud. I can’t imagine that he paid much for the club’s
portion as he was only working part time due to the
depression and was building wireless sets for sale to
bring in extra money. Of course, he had lost all of his
previous gliding money when the Scud was burnt.

Harold had an extraordinary breadth of self taught skills.
During World War II he was very much involved in the
development of procedures for the production of
Beaufort Torpedo Bomber assemblies. Then he and
another developed a method for the successful electric
welding of heavy armoured plate which was then used in
lieu of traditional riveting. I understand that cracking of
the welds had always been a problem. Welding enabled
a multi faceted armoured vehicle to be produced to a
very tight schedule impossible if riveted. At the other
extreme, was the building of radios for sale mentioned
earlier, woodwork on gliders, stress analysis for wings
and structural integrity assessments for bridges and
boilers --- a true all round tradesman.

WORK SKILLS AND ILLNESS
Very few would be aware that Harold in the early 1930’s
began to suffer from Meniere’s Disease. This affected
his hearing and the balance mechanism of the middle
ear, which was attributed to his work as a boiler maker.
Even though specializing in layout and development, he
was continually working in a noisy environment. He
accepted the role of Acting Foreman of the very large
Railways Boiler Workshop from time to time, but refused
to take the position full time because of his health.
Similarly, he also had to resign from the position of
Bridge and Boiler Inspector. For several years, he
restricted himself to training type low hops on auto tow
in a primary but towards the end of the 1930’s his
balance improved and he was quite confidently flying
the Lark from relatively high launches. His hearing
continued to decline until totally deaf in one ear and
nearly deaf in the other.

This aircraft diverged significantly in construction from
the original, a habit which Harold found difficult to
change. The fuselage was extended aft as for the “B”
model to improve longitudinal stability and forward to
offset the increased aft surface area and provide an
opportunity to move the pilot forward if appropriate.
The main wheel was moved forward to make it a tail
dragger (not too many tail draggers around in 1950) and
the nose skid deleted. The fuselage had no diagonal
bracing aft and the side skin was 1/8” marine ply.
Controls within the fuselage were changed to pushrod
up to the bellcranks for the original design cable
operated ailerons. The wing struts were relatively small
steel oval sections with a short central jury strut to the
main spar. The original variometer was a home made
Cobb-Slater type and the ASI was WW2 surplus stock
modified to a lower speed range. Harold tried to fly it on

ADELAIDE SOARING CLUB SA 5 --- 1947
The development of this stemmed from the pre WW2
successful flying of the Gliding Club of South Australia’s
primary with a passenger strapped behind the king post.
It was based on the Grunau Baby wing which only
required a fairly straightforward redesign of the main
spar and fittings by Harold. I know that he was
disappointed that an existing light aircraft fuselage was
adapted in lieu of a redesigned Grunau type fuselage,
however he acknowledged that it was important at the
time for the club to get it flying. SA 5 was the ASC’s first
two seater and transformed their training.
HUTTER H17 ---No. 1 - 1951 (I first flew it in 1952)

one occasion at Waikerie but came to grief with slight
damage to the aircraft. He never flew solo again and
had to retire from work shortly after due to balance
issues.
WAIKERIE PELICAN II --- 1953
The members of the newly formed Waikerie Club and
the older members of the Gliding Club of South Australia
were close right back to the formation of the WGC in
1936. Jock Barrett and others of the WGC were
impressed with the ASC two seater SA 5 which clearly
outperformed their own two seater Pelican I. Jock
asked Harold of his thoughts on a two seater based on
their Kite II and from this Jock developed his Pelican II.
Harold designed the three piece cantilever wing which
was fitted to a pod and boom fuselage and tail surfaces
designed and built by Jock. The WGC also built the 20ft.
centre section of the wing whilst Harold built and
presented them with the two 16ft. tapered outer
sections, wing fittings and a set of dual controls. Again,
as for the SA 5, he was disappointed that the fuselage
was so bulky. However, it was very roomy and did not
appear to detract from its performance. I had several
flights in it.
BENSEN GYRO COPTER --- 1964
Harold was fascinated with this type of aircraft and
decided to build one. The main change was to replace
the overhead control yoke with a conventional control
column to tilt the rotor. The first flight was on land in
the south parklands which is part of the Adelaide city
“square mile”. I was the pilot and immediately found
myself enveloped in a cloud of dust and grass caused by
the tow car and rotor. The flight was quickly terminated.
Several more flights were conducted on land but a
decision was made to fit it with floats and tow behind
my ski boat for safety reasons. In this mode it was flown
on the Patawalonga Lake, Port Adelaide River and Manly
Dam in New South Wales at a request from the convener
of the Australian Barefoot Water Ski Championships.
The Bensen was sold after a year or so because
of the unacceptable risk created by other boats
collecting nearby after landing. The spinning rotor was
difficult to see as it ran down and was low enough at the
rear to decapitate any careless onlooker.
KINGFISHER --- 1970

This aircraft was redesigned with Harry Schneider’s
approval to lower the wing to the top longeron and
make it two piece. The catalyst for this change was the
restricted lookout available for a pilot sitting under the
wing as in the standard Kingfisher and the Hutter. The
outcome was all positive with unchanged handling
characteristics and marvelous vision.

HUTTER H17 No. 2 --- 1985

At age 83 Harold’s health was poor and he was
disinterested with life. I suggested he build a radio
controlled model sailplane but after a couple of weeks’
deliberation he proposed that he build a kit of parts for a
Hutter if I would assemble them when he was gone.
Harold quickly commenced production and the change
to his outlook and health problems astounded his GP
who visited regularly to view progress and wonder at
the transformation. After two and a bit years, the
project was completed with no changes and little
assistance. If ever proof was needed of the importance
for an ongoing interest and its relevance to good health,
this was it.

Harold died in 1988 because he ignored the symptoms
of an approaching asthma attack and then had
insufficient time to administer his medication effectively.

SLINGSBY T-35 “AUSTRAL”
Research by Jenne Goldsmith

-----00000-----

WOOD REPAIR & FABRIC COURSE
13th to 19th May, 2013

Photos Mark Pilkington

In late 1951, John Wotherspoon, while
on a “globe-trotting tour to England and
America”,
arranged
with
Slingsby
of
Kirkbymoorside, England, for them to build a
modified version of the Slingsby T-31 for the
Waikerie Gliding Club. The new machine was to
be called the “Austral” in honour of Australia 1,
and, as it was developed after the design of the
Slingsby T-34 Sky, it had the Slingsby design
number of T-35, or Type 35 alloted to it .

Careful examination of failure points.

Glider spar repair instruction
A wood repair and fabricing course was run
especially to assist the B-24 Liberator Museum
who are refurbishing an Airspeed Oxford.
Attending were Mark Pilkington, David Bevan,
Ken Abbott, Ken Hindle, Ian Burston and John
Lowry, Instructors: Alan Patching, John Ashford
Doug Lyon, Mal Bennett, David Howse, Peter
Tantau, Jim Barton and Russell Darbyshire.

John had a complete kit of parts to
construct the fuselage (a standard T-31B
fuselage kit, minus rudder but complete with
tailplane and elevators parts) immediately sent
by sea to Port Adelaide.
The wings for the new machine were to
have an increased span over the standard T31B span of 13.2m to 15.64m. To allow for the
extra aileron drag expected of the increased
span and aileron length, an enlarged, taller
rudder was designed. The wings and rudder
were to be constructed by Slingsby and sent by
sea to Port Adelaide when completed.
The fuselage kit arrived in Port Adelaide
early in 1952 and was reported in Australian
Gliding as suffering a “custom-ary delay” 2. The

Customs Department had difficulty deciding
whether it was aircraft parts, or parts of an
aircraft! “Evidently there is a difference”
reported Waikerie G.C. Secretary Bob Rowe.
The fuselage, tailplane and elevators were very
smartly constructed from the kit in Adelaide by
a team of Waikerie G.C. members called the
“Adelaide Branch”, presumably because they
lived there. The kit was described as “being
very well planned as far as assembly is
concerned, being cut to shape and numbered,
even down to the screws and washers.” 3
By April 1952 the completed fuselage,
tailplane and elevators were ready and with the
wings and rudder expected to arrive a fortnight
before Easter, the Waikerie G.C. eagerly
expected that they might have it flying for that
holiday break. Sadly, they were disappointed.
Bob Rowe reported in A.G. a rather dismal
Easter for the club with poor flying conditions
and the non arrival of the much anticipated
Austral wings and rudder 4.

Over the next 8 weeks, 400 flights were
flown by the club, all but 20 of them in the
Austral. For two of those weekends the Austral
was out of the air having a fully enclosed
canopy fitted, as it was decided early on that
the open cockpit was “too bloody windy” 5.
Fitting the canopy resulted in the glide angle
improving “substantially” according to a report
in A.G. 6.
On Sunday, July 13, Romily Barratt, son
of CFI “Jock” Barratt went solo in the Austral. At
15 years old, he was believed to be Australia’s
youngest pilot at that time.
REFERENCES:-

1. Australian Gliding No.1, December 1951
(erroneously labeled 1950), page 4.
2. Australian Gliding No.3, March 1952, page 6
3. Australian Gliding No.4, April 1952, page 8
4. Australian Gliding No.5, May 1952, page 3.
5. Australian Gliding No.7, July 1952, page 7
6.Australian Gliding No.8, August 1952, page 9

The delay was not long however, the first flight
of the Slingsby T-35 Austral took place on the
4th of May, 1952. Training in the machine began
shortly thereafter at a feverish pace, with the
whole club operation centering around the two
seater. For a while, the club’s comprehensive
single seater fleet of Olympia (Yellow Witch),
Kite II, Grunau Baby and H17 was largely
sidelined in the effort to train new pilots.
T35 Austral under restoration at Ferntree Gully

At Tocumwal in the Bill Riley collection.
The Austral is now a part of the Australian Gliding
Museum collection at Bacchus Marsh

FRANK SMITH'S MODELS
Photos by Geoff Hearn

The other of Frank's models is a Grunau Baby
hanging in the archive centre
-----00000----AND FINALLY:- Lots has been happening at
the Australian Gliding Museum as we face the
issues of closing Ferntree Gully, storage, future
expansion and tenure at Bacchus Marsh,
expansion of glider restoration teams and
facilities, paintshop, simulator accommodation,
etc. Production of our Newsletter has been
delayed in this process, and we thank you for
your kind patience.
Our next task is to increase our number
of glider restoration volunteers, and we offer
interesting, fun, satisfying times for anyone able
to assist on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
Covering the Cherokee II fuselage below has
started.

It is reported with sadness elsewhere in this issue
that Frank Smith has passed away. The Grunau Baby
model above was recently donated to the Museum
by latest owner Geoff Hearn. Geoff has arranged
for two of Frank's models to be donated to the
museum to perpetuate his memory. Below is the
Kirby Kite now in the Bruce Brockhoff Annex.

Don't forget to mark your diary for the
Melbourne Cup long weekend, 2nd to 5th
November, 2013, for our Annual General
Meeting, barbeque, and Vintage Rally! We
look forward to seeing you then!
BACK COVER:- Club magazines have come a long
way over the years. Lake Keepit Soaring Club
Newsletter October-November 2009 issue cover.
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