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MODELS ON DISPLAY
Two additions to the Museum model collection have gone on display in the Bruce Brockhoff Annexe.
Kindly donated by Michael Adams of Middleton, South Australia, the models depict a T21b and a Kirby Kite.
The models join a large collection of models including some by renowned modeller Frank Smith.

Welcome

to the Australian Gliding Museum
Newsletter Number 29.

Membership Changes:
New members:
Welcome to the following new members who
have joined since publication of our last
Newsletter:
Jim Atkinson from Sunbury.
Judy Barton from Westmeadows.
Andrew Benton from Tatura.
Robert Campbell from Newham.
Colin Collyer from Glen Waverley.
David Conway from Mount Barker, SA.
Carl Deunk from Heathmont.
Roger Druce from Eltham.
Robert Fraser from Newham.
Dete Hasse from Sunbury.
Ian Izon from Howlong, NSW.
William Kent from Strathalbyn, SA.
John Kneen from Beaumaris.
Spiro Mallia from Melton.
Trevor Odering from Romsey.
Alvin Petersen from Mitchell Park.
Peter Raphael from Edithvale.
Julian Smibert from South Melbourne.
Erik Sherwin from Broadview, SA.
Denis Toner from Thornbury.
Simon Ward from Rose Bay, Tasmania.
Andrew Wroblewski from Connewarre.
Recent Museum Acquisitions:
Deeds of Gift have recently been received
donating the following items to the Museum:
Laister Kaufman LK-10 glider – donated by
Don Shaw. The LK-10 is an American twoseater used extensively for training of army
pilots during the Second Word War. It has a
wingspan of 15.24 metres. This aircraft is
located in Western Australia and arrangements
are in hand to have it brought to Bacchus
Marsh.
Slingsby T-49 Capstan glider – donated by
Allen Rundle. Allen is donating a complete T-49
in reasonable condition and also the wreck of
another T-49. The T-49 is a side by side twoseater designed in 1961with a wingspan of
16.78 metres. These aircraft are located at
Maclean (northern New South Wales) and
volunteers are required to transport them to
Bacchus Marsh.
BG-12A glider – donated by Peter Vagg. This
is a home built single-seater built by Peter’s
father. Thanks to Geoff Hearn for collecting the
BG-12 from Forbes, NSW.

ES-58 Gnome fuselage – This is a small
sailplane built by Harry Schneider in the
1950’s. Only one of this type was ever built and
unfortunately the wings and tailplane have
been destroyed. The fuselage is located in
Adelaide and volunteers are required to bring it
to Bacchus Marsh.

The Compactus being erected

In addition to the foregoing aircraft, Russell
Darbyshire has gifted a significant number of
items of workshop equipment, a compactus, 8
glass display cabinets and a pianola. The
pianola proved its worth at the end of year
barbeque held for workshop volunteers last
December when Edna Nolan treated us to
many old time musical favourites.

Working on the ES49 and the Skylark 4 wing.

Workshop Happenings.
Following the relocation of the Museum’s
workshop activities from Ferntree Gully to
Bacchus Marsh, there has been much activity
at our new location. Working bees are being
held at Bacchus Marsh on Tuesday and
Wednesday of each week. There have been
very good attendances on each Tuesday but
more volunteers are required for Wednesdays –
if you can help, please contact Jim Barton on
9309 4412 or Dave Goldsmith on 5428 3358.

Considerable effort has been expended
on bringing the workshop up to a better working
environment. Improved fluorescent lighting has
been installed, electric power outlets and
compressed air connections have been
installed at convenient locations around the
workshop, shelving has been built and
cupboards and equipment installed. There has
also been much sorting of spares, tools and
equipment to make them more readily locatable
by our volunteers.
The workshop is now up to the standard
where we can get back to working on our
aircraft refurbishment program and work has
continued on the Skylark 4, the ES49, and the
Arrow. It is planned to refurbish each of these
aircraft to airworthy condition.
Thanks to the efforts of Peter Tantau,
Mal Alexander and assisitants the workshop
has now been painted.
Newly appointed Committee member
Trevor Odering has been appointed Workshop
Co-ordinator. Trevor, an ex New Zealand glider
pilot, has had a long involvement with aircraft
maintenance, having served with the Royal
New Zealand Air Force before coming to
Australia and working in the General Aviation
industry until his retirement.

on refurbishing the Skylark trailer.

Current projects are to be returned to flying condition

Arrow. Chris Saunders and Trevor Odering
have been doing most of the work on the Arrow.
To date, all of the work has been on inspection
of the fuselage and the aircraft appears to be in
excellent condition. The releases have been
removed for inspection and testing and minor
repairs made around the nose. During
inspection, a mouse nest was discovered in the
very rear of the fuselage and it proved quite a
challenge to remove it – fortunately, Graeme
Bishop, with great difficulty, was able to get his
hand into the right spot.

Keith and Edna Nolan and Carl Deunk with ES49
Graeme Barton and Peter Tantau

Skylark 4. Bob Wyatt has been doing most of
the work on the Skylark 4 and work is now very
well advanced. The fuselage is largely
complete with the exception of the fitment of a
new skid and the installation of cockpit controls.
The centre section of the wing is ready for
refabricing and the two outer wing panels are
being fitted. The tailplane is ready for painting.
No major defects have been found with this
aircraft. Considerable work has also been spent

ES49. A number of volunteers, under the
watchful eye of Alan Patching, have been
working on the ES49 fuselage. Keith Nolan has
made repairs to the skin of the aircraft,
removed the steel fittings for corrosion
inspection, removed the releases for overhaul,
testing and replacement and made the landing
wheel serviceable. A team of other volunteers
has been working on removal of the paint and
fabric – with the number of coats of paint on the
fuselage, this has proven to be a formidable
task.

Melbourne Cup Vintage Rally
and Museum Open Day 2013
Our Rally was blessed by good weather on three of
the four days, luckily the cool windy day on Sunday
happening to be coincident with the Museum's open
day and barbeque, allowing extended browsing and
socialising without the distraction of boiling cumulus
outside! The availability of hangarage, and
launching by Super Cub or winch, attracted a
number of gliders, the furthest from Adelaide in
South Australia.
Jim Barton lines up in the Museum's Woodstock,
in front of John King in his Dart 17R

ESKa6, K6E and Pirat
The rally began on Saturday 2nd November
2013 with a warm 27 degrees, a blue sky and a
westerly breeze of up to 10 knots. After a welcome,
operations and weather briefing by organiser Dave
Goldsmith, flying started just after 11 am. First to
break the ice, the Geelong Club's ASK13, was
launched behind the Super Cub. It was quickly
followed by the Schneider ES60 Boomerang flown
by David Howse. Twenty minute flights were made
until the inversion broke around 1.30, Bob Hickman
achieving the longest flight of the day with 4 hours
27 minutes in his Boomerang. Jenne Goldsmith had
two flights in her little yellow Hutter 17 on it's last
day before requiring an annual inspection. Jim
Barton flew 66 minutes in the Museum Woodstock,
it's first flight since it was kindly donated by James
Garay.

Ultimately twelve vintage gliders participated
in the rally. They were the two Boomerangs, VHGQO and VH-GQY, two ASK-13's, VH-GPY and
VH-GPZ, Slingsby Dart 17R VH-IZO, K6E VH-GGV,
ES-Ka6 VH-GNB, Hutter 17 VH-HNV, Zephyrus VHGHZ, SZD-30 Pirat VH-GXL and the Museum's
Slingsby T31b and Woodstock VH-IKL. The
Zephyrus is a unique Australian two-seater tandem
constructed of steel tube, wood and fabric, fitted
with a door under the wing for the back-seat pilot. It
was built over the years 1951 until it's first flight in
1966, has surprisingly good flying characteristics,
and is still in regular club use.

PHOTO BOB HICKMAN

Australian Gliding Museum AGM and lunch

Jenne Goldsmith and Hutter 17 assisted by
Johnno Gamilis and Martin Power

Sunday's Australian Gliding Museum open
day and barbeque attracted approximately seventy
members and friends. The Annual General Meeting
re-elected all previous committee members except
retiring member Peter Tantau, who was replaced by
Trevor Odering. An information and question
session followed, then the barbeque lunch attracting
57 diners. A leisurely afternoon followed as flying for
the day was cancelled. Thirty four gliders of all
shapes and sizes are on display in the Bruce
Brockhoff Annexe, many of the fuselages and wings
are in racks along one wall. Also in the annexe are
the winches, display cabinets, theatre and the
archive centre.
The workshop was looking
organised again, after absorbing aircraft and
equipment from the closure of our Ferntree Gully
workshop which
had introduced considerable
overcrowding. The newly completed equipment
storage shed is certainly most welcome. Work is
currently taking place on an ES-49 Wallaby, a
Slingsby Skylark 4 and an Schneider ES-59 Arrow,
all of which are being restored to flying condition.
The museum also conducted two wood repair and
fabric courses during the year. A large modern
display building is currently in the planning stage.

Luke Murray presents the longest flight award to
Bob Hickman
Tuesday, a holiday in favour of the Melbourne Cup
horserace, turned on the best weather of the rally. In
all 34 flights were made, including 7 by the
Museum's T31b. Pilots to enjoy some open cockpit
flying were John Lawson, Mal Alexander, Sylvia
Sharman, Roland Maeder, Spiro Mallia, Jim Barton,
and Alan Patching. Another warm day with light
winds until the seabreeze came in, thermals started
early and good heights were available. Erik Sherwin
again had the longest with 2 hours 50 in his K6E,
while Jenne Goldsmith flew the ESKa6 for 2 hours
10 minutes to Ballan/Fiskville with a best height of
5,500 feet. The Beaufort Club Zephyrus was in
demand with 5 flights, including 4 winch launches.
The popular ASK-13's made 18 flights, the last
landing after 8 o'clock.

Beaufort Club's venerable Zephyrus.
Flying resumed on Monday, with fourteen
flights made by the vintage crowd. Longest was by
Erik Sherwin in his K6E with 3 hours 39 minutes.
The Pirat had three flights, the shortest of which
was an hour. John King took an area tour in his
“gentleman's conveyance”, the Dart 17R, for just
under three hours, before landing in a field 15 km
from home.

Jenne Goldsmith awards Monday's duration
prize to Erik Sherwin from Adelaide

Spiro Mallia and Mal Alexander prepare to fly
the T31b while Jim Barton rubs his tummy.

Tuesday evening's revelry long into the
evening wrapped up a great four days of flying and
fellowship. Weather conditions generally were good,
boding well for the coming summer season.
However, the best part was to see and share the
flying of the colourful assortment of vintage gliders,
and spending time with those who understand the
many pleasures of vintage gliding and the
preservation of gliding history.

Museum Visits
Group tours are now frequent visitors to the
Museum as word gets around that we have a
very interesting display. The format of the tour
usually includes a detailed description of main
exhibits and the workshop, then morning or
afternoon tea, followed by a 1 hour historical
movie about famous glider pilot Hanna Reitsch.

Jaguars looking good at the Museum

Jaguar Car Club members
Bacchus Marsh Ulysses Biker's Club members

Western Vehicle Restoration Group
Sunbury Probus Club enjoys a Hanna Reitsch
movie

Groups to visit so far include Probus,
Ulysses, and a number of car clubs. The phone
number to book a tour is 0419 587 208
Edna plays the pianola at the staff Xmas Party

Archiving Project: Assisting with the
assessment of collection items

Bernard Duckworth
Since the formation of the Australian Gliding
Museum (AGM) over a decade ago, many
friends of AGM have been extraordinarily
generous in their donations of historical items
for inclusion in the AGM collection. Broadly, the
“AGM collection” (which is to be distinguished
from other AGM assets such as buildings and
equipment, etc) now consists of over 40
aircraft, many gliding related objects and a
large volume of valuable archival material.
Because of the success in this regard, the
management of the collection is a substantial
undertaking.
With the benefit of the experience gained
in archiving the many items received it is
perhaps timely to briefly look at the AGM
collection policy and indicate how people
wishing to donate historical items can
contribute to the proper assessment of the
items in question. Sometimes it will be very
difficult for museum volunteers to properly
appreciate the historical significance of items
that arrive at the museum without doing time
consuming research.
This adds to the
workload involved in assessing and cataloguing
exhibits.
The primary criterion under the AGM
collection policy for inclusion of items in the
collection is “the preservation of items related to
the development of gliding and soaring flight”.
Another criterion gives emphasis to “any item
related … to the development of gliding and
soaring in Australia”. The categories under the
collection policy are intentionally broad in
scope. However, indicative of the limits is the
statement that “the collection will not include
powered aircraft other than tug aircraft and
powered gliders”.
Accordingly, in evaluating items that are
offered as donations to the AGM the primary
consideration is whether the items are of
historical value in the context of gliding in
Australia and are suitable for inclusion in the

AGM collection. Given the AGM Charter and its
finite resources, it will generally not be
appropriate for the AGM to take on obligations
to preserve items that are not related to gliding
history even though they may have a
substantial value or significance for the donor
or for other purposes, e.g., aviation history
more generally. However, we endeavour to
receive the wishes of donors sympathetically
and be flexible where possible.
To facilitate the evaluation of the
historical significance of the items being
offered, donors may assist the AGM by:
Providing information at their disposal
about:
what each item (or category of like items) is;
associated history;
any pertinent details; e.g. dates, names,
places,
etc
(especially
for
photographs);
ownership (past and present);
Telling us why you think the items,
individually or collectively, are of
significance for the history of gliding,
and in particular, gliding in Australia;
Indicating what, if any, work may be needed
to restore or preserve the items.
When donations are accepted, we will ask the
donor to sign a Deed of Gift, also signed on
behalf of the AGM, acknowledging the donation
and authorizing the AGM to include the items in
question in its collection.

A Unique Project

Peter Raphael with the SE5a propeller that was
missing a blade. Museum thanks go to Peter,
who rebuilt the unit for display at the Box Hill
RSL Club as a Museum fundraising project,
even adding the brass plate leading edge.

The Gliding Heritage
Centre
The British Gliding Heritage Centre is the
most recent gliding museum to open it's doors
for the first time, a part of the increasing trend
in protecting gliding heritage around the world.
The aim is to preserve and display the beautiful
wooden gliders that embody the sport of gliding
from the 1920's and earlier up to the fibreglass
revolution that began in the late 1950's. Where
possible the old gliders are maintained in flying
condition and qualified glider pilots and
passengers can experience first hand the
excitement
enjoyed by the pioneers in
breaking free from the bonds of gravity at last.

The Heritage Centre has been long
awaited by British and other glider pilots, aware
that no formal steps had been taken to collect
and preserve the many gliders of the past that
make up the rich heritage of British gliding. A
large bequest from the estate of Chris Wills,
much loved founder of the Vintage Glider Club
with over 800 members worldwide, got things
going. The International VGC Rally to be held
at Lasham in August 2013 provided a deadline
as an ideal time to open the Centre and garner
support of the wider gliding community.
Support among prominent British pilots
was sought, a committee was formed, and a
site on the airfield owned by the Lasham
Gliding Society negotiated. With funds from the
Chris Wills estate, the sale of memberships,
and donations, a large hangar was constructed.
Some significant gliders were donated while
other arrangements were made with private
owners to display and hangar their precious
historic aircraft, until a hangar full of pristine
gliders and sailplanes of every shape and

colour were collected.
On the 4 th August, 2013, one day after the
commencement of the Vintage Glider Club
Annual Rally, in the late afternoon, a crowd
estimated at almost 400 people assembled
expectantly for the opening. Following a short
introduction about the origin and aims of the
GHC by Tony Newbery (GHC Chairman),
Werner Stroud (General Manager, Lasham
Gliding Society) welcomed the GHC to Lasham.
The opening formalities were followed by a
passionate speech by Justin Wills, citing the
tremendous achievement of both his brother
Chris and that of the GHC. Justin then revealed
the names of all the present donors before the
ribbon on the hangar door was cut by Peter &
Samuel Cody, descendants of the first man to
conduct a powered flight in Britain, and the new
hangar was declared open! Vintage Gliders
Australia and the Australian Gliding Museum
were well represented at the opening, and a
presentation from the Australian Gliding
Museum was made during the Rally.

AGM President Dave Goldsmith, and Heritage Centre
committee members Glyn Bradney, Julian Ben-David
and Chairman Tony Newbery

Already, ten historic aircraft dating back
to the early 1930's have been donated or are
on loan, and another thirty from private owners
are available for display from time to time.
Some very interesting gliders are displayed,
such as a replica Colditz Cock, and a Gull 3
that was once owned by Prince Bira of
Thailand. His dog, a small white Highland
Terrier known as “Titch”, often went flying with
him perched on his shoulders, with a small
clear vision panel above so Titch could better
see out! Titch was aboard on a climb to 12,000
feet in cloud.
The British Gliding Heritage Centre is well
worth a visit for anyone with an interest in the
development of gliding as it happened in the
good old days!
Also check out the Vintage Glider Club
film of the International Rally at Lasham in
August, 2013 at http://vimeo.com/76203251

Reminiscences of Harry Schneider

Catherine Conway and Emilis Prelgauskas
spoke with Harry Schneider at his Cockatoo
Valley home while collecting E.Schneider Pty
Ltd. production drawings of sailplane types for
copying.
Catherine showed Harry computer screen
photos of the original Grunau factory now
occupied by SZD, through photos taken in
2005. This was the original E.Schneider factory
in the 1930s. This led Harry to speak of that
time :–
The town of Grunau had 2000
inhabitants, and was close to Hirshberg with a
population of 30,000.
The Schneider factory began in the
single storey building erected on the western
part of Harry’s grandfather’s market garden
land. Further east was the original glider
training school hangar where Harry was born.
The flying site for the glider school was
further north up the slope to the hilltop, with the
later hangars built there; offering south, east
and north soaring slopes. From the north slope
it was possible to takeoff and follow the
contours to the longer west slope where later
another launch site was created with hangars.
The original factory building included the
Schneider home and factory admin within its
shell. Over the years, Schneider expanded to 2
further 2 storey buildings. All these still exist.
Schneider built prototypes for many of the
leading designers (Hirth, Lippisch, etc.) of that
time. Wolf Hirth was the local gliding school
director for a while.
At it's peak the factory employed about
300 people, including at other factory and
subcontractor places; turning out 5 sailplanes
per day here, and SG38 primary type gliders
elsewhere.

Harry spoke of having access after hours
to factory materials for himself and friends for
assembling free flight models, these youngsters
being in effect a model flying club. As the
factory grew and employed more locals, even
the local winter indoor sport/gym club became a
flying club, building their own Grunau Babies
there, separate from the factory built ones.
He spoke of being small enough as a preschool child, to be able to fit in the ‘cockpit’ of a
display model glider of some metres span; and
being stopped from taking a ride in this free
flight model which had no controls after he and
friends had set up on the slope (complete with
bungy laid out) when no one else was around,
by a vigilant neighbouring farmer.
He spoke of the initial opposition by local
farmers to gliders landing in their wheat, until
arrangements were made to set aside a landing
meadow, and a fee was paid for any landing in
wheat because they didn’t land in the meadow.
Farmers were paid for horse hire to tow gliders
back up the slope. As gliding gradually brought
money into the area (gliding school, hotel
bookings, more and more workers at the
factory), the whole area became more and
more airminded and supportive.
Harry spoke of the discovery of the wave
from the Riesengebirge – the Moazagotl. It was
about the time the prototype Grunau Baby was
flown, the test pilot and another pilot in another
sailplane contacted the lift off the slope first, to
be joined later by Hirth.
Harry spoke (and showed a photo) of
himself as a pre-schooler having a slope
soaring flight in the Stanavo glider by sitting on
Hirth’s lap in the single seat cockpit.
He spoke of doing a 5 hour flight at age 17
with the duty instructor's permission in such
strong winds that the crew held the tail up as he
strapped in, then lowered the tail and pushed
him forward, getting flying speed to take off and
fly the western slope. Next day he was
reprimanded by the school director for flying
beyond weather limits set by the school rules.
He suspects the duty instructor had probably
thought – ‘if he prangs it, we’ll send it down the
valley to his father’s factory to be fixed’.
The Schneider family ultimately built their
own detached home some way from the
factory, on the side of the mullock heap cone
shaped hill which originally was the tailings of
the gold mines in the area from decades or
centuries earlier, which by then had become
part of the hilly landscape of the area.

Farewell:

Franz “Frank” Tippl

We sadly advise the passing of Frank Tippl
on 10th January, 2014. Frank was a popular and
active workshop volunteer until the closure of
Ferntree Gully workshop, and made a
wonderful contribution to our restoration
program. A full profile of Frank appeared in the
AGM Newsletter Issue 16 in March, 2007.

AMSCO Vulture Photograph
From Kevin O'Reilly

This is the picture I have with Howard Morris
on board. He flew a lot with Percy Pratt. The
Amsco is for Aircraft Manufacturing & Supply
Co registered in 1929 by Percy Pratt.

Andrew Fullarton Photographs
Here are some photos I came across
recently, taken, I think, by me at Bacchus
Marsh in the early to mid '60's.
The captions are by Alan Patching.

Ian Patching

The two winches are the Packard in the
foreground and I cannot remember the trailer
winch behind. The Packard was designed and
built by a famous old Geelong Gliding Club
member - Howard de Grandi

We also sadly advise that Ian Patching
passed away on 27th February, 2014. Ian is a
gliding legend and has been responsible for
returning many vintage gliders to active service.
In addition to many achievements, Ian has
assisted the Museum, particularly having
covered much of Australia collecting gliders that
have been donated. He is sadly missed by his
wife Ruth, children Tighe and Kiernan, and
parents Alan and Lorna.
Rest in Peace, you will not be forgotten.

The Cherokee was built and flown by
Fletcher Smith. I did the initial W&B and it was
overweight because he rough sawed his
timbers and only smoothed the joints!

Takikawa Skypark Museum in Japan
David Howse.

year's flying season.
The team at Takikawa have a big job ahead
to consolidate the collection and establish the
museum side of the operations. Display and
stowage space, skill retention, the harsh winter
environment and integration of a museum into the
commercial glider operations are all problems they
will have to deal with. We wish them good luck with
their venture. Like our own glider museum they hold
a large chunk of the worlds gliding history for future
generations to enjoy.

David, Rosie and the container
On the trail of a Kookaburra and Kingfisher in
Japan, David and Rosie Howse found them stored
in a container at the Takikawa Airsports Centre,
about a 45 minute train ride from Sapporo, in the
north island of Hokkaido. Also the “Honda
collection” has been stored as part of the gliding
museum at Takikawa.
As the Longwing was built with casein glue,
moisture is its enemy. The container was dry, and
apart from some dampness was in good nick. Most
of all the gliders looked in good nick too. Phew! It’s
good to know that they had fared well in storage.
This may not last forever but for now they were OK.

-----00000-----

2014 FABRIC COURSE
The AGM will be running a fabric
covering course from Sunday 4th May to
Tuesday 6th May at the Bacchus Marsh
airfield in the Museum buildings. Cost
will be $400 payable on the first day, with
a discount for Museum working group
members. Other costs such as
accommodation, food and travel are
additional. Accommodation is available
in the gliding clubhouse at $15 per night
including light breakfast.
You will also need to bring a respirator.
Contact Jim Barton on (03) 9309 4412
or 0419 562 213 for full details.
Volunteers are wanted! The Museum needs
3 or 4 to join our Wednesday Group – we
have plenty of interesting projects!
Contact Jim Barton on the numbers above.

Having had a good look at the girls from Oz,
we were shown the rest of the museum’s collection.
Some are airworthy, many are not. Pride of the fleet
is the Minimoa, along with the Condor IV and the
MG19 (don’t you love gull wings?). The MG19 was
under restoration when we had a look at the
workshop. They hope to have it flying for the next

AUSTRALIAN GLIDING MUSEUM

M U S E U M
VISITORS & NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!

IS YOUR SOCIAL CLUB or special interest group planning a day trip to the west of Melbourne
by car? Looking for somewhere interesting and a little different to stop along the way?
Check out the Australian Gliding Museum near Bacchus Marsh.
The Museum will be of special interest to anyone with an interest in restoration,
preservation and/or display of Australia’s gliding history.
The Museum already has over thirty gliders from Australia and around the world in various
AUSTRALIAN GLIDING
MUSEUM

states of repair from flying condition to “major repair needed!” Work is continuing as more
exhibits are restored to display condition, or to flying status.

Visit Bookings - 0419 587 208

You are welcome to come along to our facilities, to see the collection and the restorations in
Membership - (03) 9802 1098
www.australianglidingmuseum.org.au

progress. By arrangement we provide a host to give an insight into the significance of the
various exhibits, show historic videos and provide some refreshments (e.g. morning or
afternoon teas.) To visit you need to make contact and make a time.
Bookings— Mobile: 0419 587 208

