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Welcome
The Museum annual general meeting and open day was held on
Sunday 30 October 2016, marking the end of another productive
year for Museum committee and volunteers.
A feature of the open day was the display of the FS24 Phonix glider
of late 1950s (from John Ashford’s estate) alongside Geoff
Richardson’s Golden Eagle of 1937 (from Alan Patching). A
comparison of the two remarkable gliders indicates the advance in
sailplane design over a mere two decades.
As usual the Museum’s Slingsby T31 was ready for an outing on
open day and as usual wild Victorian spring weather prevented any
flying. The bright side of this was that it allowed all concerned (30
members and 10 visitors attending) to have an enjoyable day with
a BBQ lunch catching up with other Museum members, visitors and
vintage glider enthusiasts.
This year there was only one change in the Committee with Bob
Hickman relinquishing the role of treasurer which has been taken
up by Graeme Barton and added to his secretarial duties.
Bernard Duckworth
January 2017
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President’s Report for 2016
President’s Report to Members at the Seventeenth
Annual General Meeting on October 30, 2016.

are indebted to the donors of these aircraft for
making them available to the Museum. Currently
we have 58 historic gliders in our collection. We
continue to receive more significant donations of
memorabilia and we are progressively building up
an outstanding collection of beautifully crafted
scale model historic gliders.


David Goldsmith; photo - Trevor Odering

It gives me great pleasure to report to members on the
significant progress that continues to be achieved
towards the establishment of the Australian Gliding
Museum (AGM).
The major areas of the Museum on which your
Committee has concentrated during the year are as
follows:


Bacchus Marsh Storage and Workshop Facilities:
The major effort of work has continued on the
spray booth facility and fabric working area, glider
refurbishment program and improvements to our
storage facilities. Working bees continued on two
days per week throughout the year with up to 20
volunteers attending on one day and 10 on the
other. Volunteers are again thanked for their
invaluable assistance.
 Refurbishment program: Good progress continues
to be made on refurbishment of the Schneider
ES49 Wallaby, the Slingsby Skylark 4, the Schneider
ES59 Arrow and the Dunstable Kestrel. Emphasis
continues to be made on safe workshop practices.
We must again record our appreciation of the keen
band of volunteer workers who are bringing our
refurbishment projects to fruition.
 Acquisition of aircraft and memorabilia: During the
year, five more historic gliders were added to the
Museum’s collection. John Ashford bequeathed his
Phonix, one of the first production fibre glass
aircraft produced in the world, a Schleicher K8-B,
and KA2-B, and Alan McMaster bequeathed his
Pirat SZD 30 to the Museum. Alan Patching also
donated the Golden Eagle, the oldest continuously
airworthy glider in Australia, to our collection. We

Financing of refurbishment and development
program: The total amount spent on refurbishment
projects during the year was $2,683 bringing the
total cumulative expenditure on aircraft
refurbishment to $164,000. The lower expenditure
on refurbishment compared to historical levels,
together with funds accumulated during the
previous year, made available funding for the
ongoing development of the fabric covering and
paint shop facility, on which $58,394 has now been
spent. At the end of the financial year, the paint
shop was close to being commissioned, and, as at
the date of preparation of this report, is now
operational.
We continue to be very indebted to our supporters
who make donations to the Museum and we thank
them for their assistance. In particular, Aviaquip
Holdings Pty Ltd warrants special mention again for
its continuing outstanding support of the Museum.



Archiving project: Our Archives Manager, Bernard
Duckworth, ably assisted by Marcia Cavanagh,
continued to make considerable progress during
the year in the cataloguing and improved storage of
our large collection of archives and in the
digitisation of our photographic collection. Details
of the major items of the Museum’s collection are
now available on the Museums Victoria database
(“Victorian Collections”) on the internet:
victoriancollections.net.au.



Training courses. Successful training courses were
conducted for minor wood repairs and fabric
covering.



Newsletter. Two issues of the Newsletter were
published during the year under the editorship of
Bernard Duckworth, who took over editorial duties
from David Goldsmith.
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Museum Visits. During the year, the program of
visits by interested clubs and others continued to
be very successful. The help of Ian Cowie in this
program is much appreciated.



Museum promotion. The Museum was invited to
participate in an exhibition at the Bacchus Marsh
Book Barn and Forge Museum in commemoration
of Heritage Week in April, 2016. Thanks largely to
the efforts of Bernard Duckworth, an excellent
presentation on gliding was displayed.



Toilet facility. At the end of the financial year,
planning was well advanced for the erection of a
toilet facility and equipment shed to be located
close to the fabric covering facility.

Museum at Point Cook, your Committee is following up
location of the Museum in the vicinity of the Bacchus
Marsh Aerodrome and, to this end, preliminary
discussions have been held with officers of the
Moorabool Shire Council.
The achievement of this goal presents major challenges
and I look forward to all of your support in meeting
these.
Office bearers. Office bearers for the year were as
follows:
President –David Goldsmith.
Vice President –Jim Barton.
Honorary Vice-President – Alan Patching.





Museum Membership. As at June 30, 2016, we had
164 financial members, a reduction of 16 for the
year.
Deceased members. Unfortunately, during the
year under review the Museum lost a further 3 of
its very good members – John Buchanan, John
Viney and John Hilton-Wood. Each of these
members were great supporters of the Museum
and contributed over many years to the gliding
movement.

The Future.
With the paint shop now operational and the ability to
bring our many refurbished historic gliders up to
display standard, planning for the erection of a public
gliding museum can now begin in earnest. As there is
now no prospect of erection of a National Aviation

Secretary – Graeme Barton.
Treasurer – Bob Hickman.
Other Office Bearers – Ian Cowie, Trevor
Odering and Bob Wyatt.
As reported in previous years’ annual reports, we
continue to enjoy very widespread support from the
gliding community and from others who are not
directly involved in gliding. In particular, I wish to again
record the ongoing support we receive from Russell
Darbyshire.
Thank you all for your support.
David Goldsmith,
President

Open Day 2016
The prototype Phonix, the world’s first fibreglass glider,
flew in November 1957, almost 60 years ago. Eight
were built, with the prototype now in the Deutsches
Museum
in
Munich
–
see
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akaflieg Stuttgart FS-24
Phonix number three, fitted with a T tail and
retractable undercarriage, was purchased some years
ago from Hans Disma in Holland by John Ashford. This
has now passed to the Australian Gliding Museum and
was recently assembled for display as featured aircraft

for 2016/17. It is positioned beside the delightful gullwinged Golden Eagle from 1937, stark contrast and
emphasising the remarkable development of gliding
over the intervening twenty years. It is hoped to return
the Phonix to flying condition in the coming year, to be
flown by Museum members.
The Open Day, Annual General Meeting and Barbeque
attracted well over 40 member and visitors. With
plenty of time to enjoy the exhibits, as the weather
3|P a ge
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prevented the flying program, visitors enjoyed a social
and informative interlude. The Museum development
continues at the rapid pace, with 58 gliders, covered
enlarged paint shop completed and continued progress
towards the ultimate aim of a public museum. The
Committee thanked all volunteers and members for
their continued efforts in the many facets of

development of the Museum. A delicious barbeque
and salad lunch followed, with more socialising in the
delightful and stimulating museum environment
through the afternoon.
From David Goldsmith

Open Day 2016

The Committee prepare to report

Gliding historians Geoff Hearn and David Craddock

The meeting was well attended

All photos – Bernard Duckworth

Gathering for BBQ lunch
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Museum People
Community Involvement

Society. Also present was David Goldsmith (Australian
Gliding Museum).

Visitors
The Chinese team (and many supporters) for the World
Gliding Championships to be held at Benalla, Victoria in
January 2017 visited the Museum on 5 November
2016.

Jenne Goldsmith with Allan Comrie, Mayor of
Moorabool Shire; photo – Bernard Duckworth

Jenne Goldsmith presented a very interesting and well
received talk about women in gliding at the Annual
General Meeting of the Bacchus Marsh Blacksmith’s
Forge and Cottage museum on 23 August 2016.
The Australian Gliding Museum hosted a meeting of
the Moorabool Shire Heritage Advisory Committee on
26 October 2016. In attendance were Jennifer Bantow
from National Trust Geelong, Margaret Simpson from
the Bacchus Marsh Blacksmith’s Cottage and Forge
Museum, Joe Morgan-Payler and Chris Rodda from
Moorabool Shire Council, Gordon and Wendy Vearing
from the Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society
and Richard Biden from the Ballan Shire Historical

Chinese team visitors; photo – David Goldsmith

Amongst the many visitors to the Museum over the
past 4 months were Mandy Temple, the GFA President.
From interstate were Greg McDonald of the GCWA,
Geraldine Kennedy of Quinns Rocks WA, and Kim Van
Wessen of Littlehampton, SA. Other interstate visitors
included Eric Sherwin from Adelaide Hills in South
Australia, Owen Jones from Beverley Soaring Club in
Western Australia and Paul Garrahy from Gympie in
Queensland who attended the workshops run by Bob
Wyatt and Jim Barton at the Museum from 7th to 11th
November 2016.

Memberships
Welcome to the following new members:






Jonathan Ash from Singapore
Stephen Baldini from Box Hill, Victoria
Roderick Carmichael from St Kilda, Victoria
Paul Garrahy from Gympie, Queensland
Wayne Wood from Somerville, Victoria

Sadly, since our last Newsletter, James Garay, Gary
Sunderland and Allan Ash have passed away.
Heritage Advisory Committee; photo – David Goldsmith
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Workshop Happenings
Restoration Projects
The ES59 Arrow fuselage is in the paint shop where Bob
Wyatt has applied a UV protective undercoat and an
initial finishing coat.

Chris Saunders and Bob
Wyatt with the Arrow
in the paint shop;
photos – Bernard
Duckworth

Restoration work has commenced on the LaisterKauffman LK-10. Trevor Odering is repairing ribs and
reinstating the trailing edge of the starboard wing.
Allan Bradshaw, Hal Hopkins and others are sanding
the top of the port wing in preparation for the fabric
covering. The underside was covered by Sylvia
Sharman and others during the recent fabric workshop.
The fuselage is being stripped of paint and fittings.
Chris Saunders is in charge of this project, ably assisted
by Roland Maeder and Graeme Barton.

to splice plywood and the use of glues. Four members
attended and Bob was ably assisted by Greig Wanless
over the period.
Following, on 9th to 12th November, the four day fabric
course was conducted by Jim Barton ably assisted by
Russell Darbyshire and Trevor Odering. Day one was
devoted to a comprehensive briefing by Russell on the
use of the polyfibre system with practical exercises
involving the covering materials.
During the remaining three days fabric was fixed to
two ailerons of the LK10, Arrow rudder, Kingfisher
aileron, and the bottom of the LK-10 wing. The
control surfaces were completed to polybrush stage
ready for the spray booth whilst the LK-10 wing fabric
was ribbed stitched – bottom surface – and now
awaits fixing of the top surface. It should be noted
that prior to the course extensive preparation was
carried out on all the items to have the units ready for
covering.
Attending the courses – Allan Bradshaw (fabric),
Graham Garlick (fabric), Paul Garrahy (wood and
fabric), Owen Jones (wood and fabric), Sylvia Sharman
(wood and fabric), Erik Sherwin (fabric) and Greig
Wanless (wood).

Keith Nolan assisted by Mal Alexander continue with
the restoration of the cockpit canopy on the ES49
Wallaby.
Graeme Bishop is reconstructing the leading edge of
the port wing of Ric New’s Dunstable Kestrel.

Workshop Training Courses
The three day “Wood” course (6th to 8th November)
conducted by Bob Wyatt covered the use of wood
working tools and safety aspects prior to learning how
Allan Bradshaw, Jim Barton, Graham Garlick, Sylvia
Sharman, Paul Garrahy and Owen Jones at the Fabric
workshop: photos – Trevor Odering
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Recent acquisitions

The Goeppingen Wolf painted by Norman Clifford; photo – Bernard Duckworth

The Museum has recently acquired five original
paintings of historic gliders by donation from Jennifer
Pentland. Two of the paintings are the work of her late
husband Geoff and the other are by Norman Clifford.
Geoff Pentland was an author, illustrator and publisher
of aviation books (Kookaburra Technical Publications
Pty Ltd, Melbourne). He was also an accomplished
model maker.
Norman Clifford is a highly regarded Australian
historical aviation artist.
The gliders beautifully depicted are the Darmstadt
(Germany, 1927), the Komar (Poland, 1933), the
Goeppingen Wolf (Germany 1935), the Sperber Junior
(Germany, 1939) which was built for famous German

aviator Hanna Reitsch, and the Yellow Witch (Australia,
1948) built by Arthur Hardinge and Ken Davies. The
paintings have been framed by What Knots Picture
Framing of Bacchus Marsh and will be put on display in
due course when suitable hanging space is available.
Also, donated to the Museum by Jennifer Pentland are
fine scale models built by Geoff Pentland of the
Darmstadt, Sperber Junior, Goeppingen Wolf, and
Bowlus Albatross 2 (USA, 1934).
We are most grateful to Jennifer Pentland for her
generous donations and to Geoff Hearn for his role in
facilitating the process.

Geoff Pentland models;
photos - Bernard Duckworth
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The FS-24 Phonix – a pioneering
fibreglass design
The FS-24 Phonix is the first sailplane design to be built
using a moulded fiberglass sandwich technique. It was
designed by Hermann Nagele and Richard Eppler
leading a group setup for the purpose at Stuttgart
Technical University in the early 1950s. Initial
construction was undertaken at workshops of Wolf
Hirth and the first prototype was completed at the
Bolkow Aircraft Company where Nagele and another
member of the group, Rudi Lindner, had gained
employment. It flew on 27 November 1957. Two
further prototypes were built incorporating a T-tail and
other refinements. Eight in all were built before
production was stopped in 1961. A number of gliding
records were broken in Phonix sailplanes in Germany
in 1962-1963. It was found to have a best glide ratio of
40:1.
The Museum’s example, No. 403 is a prototype that
was built on 25 May 1960 [Registration D-8354]. It was
converted at Bolkow to a Phonix T in 1963 and sold to
a private owner in Switzerland [Registration HB-746]
and later then to gliding club Segelfluggruppe
Solothurn in 1965. The glider returned to Germany in
1971 (Meersburg) and re-registered as D-0738. It

moved to a new owner in Allershausen in 1976, and
again to Lindhoft in 1982. In 1983 the glider was sold to
owners at Hasselt, Belgium and given registration OOZQD. In 1989 a further change of ownership occurred
and the glider went to Leusden in the Netherlands
where it was registered as PH-949.
In 2006 the FS-24 Phonix No.403 was imported into
Australia by John Ashford of the Geelong Gliding Club.
On 30 January 2007, it was registered as VH-GRP.
However, it has not been flown in Australia.
In the course of its flying history the glider was
damaged several times and repaired. At one stage a
larger rudder was fitted and later on this modification
was reversed. With the original conversion to a Phonix
T and subsequent repairs and changes to equipment
the weight of the airframe increased from 182 kg to
approximately 220 kg. Nevertheless, the wing loading
is a modest 20kg/square metre. Minor repairs and
airworthiness certification are required to return the
glider to flying condition.
Currently, the Phonix is rigged and on display at the
Bruce Brockhoff Annexe.

FS-24 Phonix and Golden Eagle on display at the Bruce Brockhoff
Annexe, November 2016; photo – Bernard Duckworth
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L.E. Baynes’ Scuds in Australia
The Scud 1 and Scud 2 designed by Englishman L.E.
Baynes in the early 1930s were innovative, lightweight
gliders. Scud 3 (1935), which was a quite different
design to the earlier Scuds, pioneered the concept of
the self-launching motor glider. It is not proposed to
discuss Scud 3 in this brief article.
Scud 1
The first Scud design was intended to fit the demand
for a small low cost and safe craft. It was small indeed
with a wing span of only 7.7 metres. The wing was a
stiff cantilever structure with a heavily cambered
aerofoil. The plywood skin folded around the leading
edge and extended to the rear spar. The pilot was
accommodated in the diamond cross-sectioned
fuselage suspended under the wing by struts. The allmoving tailplanes and rudder were identical and
interchangeable.
Scud 1 flying performance was not high but in the right
hands was capable of soaring. An experienced pilot
from the RAF, Edward Mole, managed a flight of one
hour at Dunstable in 1931. However, it may have been
a handful for some pilots due to the sensitivity of the
controls. In 1931, a fatality occurred at Faulkners End
Farm in England involving a Scud 1 glider. It may not
have been entirely due to the flying characteristics of
the glider as the pilot concerned, while generally
experienced, apparently had not flown the type
previously and the launching method involving
winching was experimental for that group. The inquest
into the accident was reported in Australia – see
“Glider Tragedy- Sequel to Launching” Telegraph
(Brisbane) 2 May 1931, p 2.

From “Aircraft”, February 1, 1933, p 27

A second Scud 1 was built by Harold Bradley in South
Australia from 1932 to 1934. However, he was not
happy with its flying characteristics and destroyed it to
avoid the risk of any accidents.

The Bradley Scud 1; photo from Alan Bradley

Australian Scud 1 gliders
It appears that only two Scud have been built in
Australia. The first was the Scud 1 built at Port
Melbourne Gliding School circa 1933 by the Allaway
Glider Company. There is little known about the actual
performance of the glider except that it was taken to
Mount Fraser near the village of Beveridge north of
Melbourne by its owners Frank Renehan and Arthur
Baxter. It was written off in an accident in November
1935. The wing was stored at the Melbourne Gliding
Club hangar at Beveridge for a time after the accident.

A Scud 2 in flight; photo from
Martin Simons Collection
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Scud 2
Scud 2 was designed by Baynes along the same lines as
Scud 1 – cantilever wing, diamond box fuselage and all
moving tailplanes and rudder. However, it was a bigger
and better aircraft. The wing was increased to
approximately 12 metres and the fuselage was slightly
longer at approximately 5.3 metres. The wing was a
three-piece structure that allowed the centre section
to remain attached to the fuselage when transported,
if that was necessary. There is no record of any Scud 2
gliders being built in or brought into Australia.
However, it appears that two Australian gliders have
some Scud like characteristics and their builders were
possibly influenced by the Baynes’ designs of which
reports and technical data was available from 1931 in
journals such as ‘The Sailplane’ and in newspapers.
One such report that was picked up by the Australian
press related to a sensational altitude record flight in a
Scud 2 glider at Yorkshire, UK:

Nimbo glider, 1936; photo from
Allan Ash Collection

Nimbo, designed and built in Western Australia by
Arthur Farmer, Cyril Flood and Selwyn Lowe in 1936,
had some Scud like features with a lightweight fabric
covered diamond shaped fuselage. However, it was
essentially a primary glider, albeit a rather unique one.
After a small number of short flights the fuselage was
damaged when the glider hit rocks on landing. The
diamond cross-sectioned fuselage was not restored
and the glider was rebuilt as a conventional primary.
Currawong was designed by Arthur Powell of Canberra.
Construction commenced in 1945 and, with the
assistance of Canberra Gliding Club members
(including Roy Raymond, Vic Southwell, Ron Southwell
and Gurth Kimber), Arthur Powell had the glider
finished by April 1946. Currawong was first flown on
20 April 1946 and successfully thereafter by the
Canberra Gliding Club for about 3 years. Good soaring
flights were made, especially in the hands of Gurth
Kimber in the summer of 1947-48. (Some newspaper
reports are extracted below).

Goulburn Evening Penny Post
(NSW); 25 April 1935, p 4

Ray Raymond, Arthur Powell, Vic Southwell, Jack
Cotterill? Roy Southwell, with Currawong, c.1946:
photo from Allan Ash Collection
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Currawong, in its original configuration, reveals
features associated with a Scud 2. It was of a similar
appearance due to the fuselage shape and three-piece
wing with tapered outer sections, as acknowledged by
Arthur Powell:
“This secondary referred to is [a] “home-designed
crate”, plywood covered fuselage (square section), set
up on its corner with the diagonals perpendicular and
horizontal, somewhat similar to the “British Scud”, …
The tail surfaces are full cantilever and so are the
wings. The wing is in three sections, parallel centre
section (15 ft.) and tip sections tapering sharply for
another 15 ft., making a 45 ft. span.”

Currawong glider, c 1949; photo
from Allan Ash Collection

Of course, there were a number of points of distinction
between the two designs. The Currawong wing
mounting was entirely different to that of the Scud.
The centre section was secured by “U” shaped saddles
to longitudinal tubes on the top of the fuselage. This
was supplemented with dual struts on each side from
the underside of the fuselage to the outer underside of
the centre section. The wing position was adjustable
forward and aft to suit the centre of gravity with the
pilot seated. In contrast, the Scud wing was fixed
above and clear of the fuselage on a cabane of steel
tubes. The pilot in the case of Currawong was seated
under and forward of the leading edge of the wing
rather than underneath the wing. The wing aerofoil
was Clark Y-18 instead of the heavily cambered
Goettingen 652. And the tail end was conventional
with fin / rudder and tailplane / elevators instead of the
all moving stabilisation surfaces of the Scud. Further,
the Currawong was a larger glider and weighing in
empty at about 150 kg was significantly heavier than a
Scud 2.
The design and appearance of Currawong further
departed from that of the Scud when a new

streamlined and enclosed fuselage similar to that of a
Grunau Baby was fitted by Martin Warner in 1949.
Soaring flights were made in Currawong post
modification before the glider was sold in 1950 to a
Tasmanian club. It is understood that by mid-1951 the
glider had been wrecked.
In summary, the only genuine Baynes’ Scuds to fly in
Australia were the Allaway and the Bradley built Scud
1s. It seems that the Bradley Scud did not get past
initial test flying. The Allaway Scud was flown by
Renehan and Baxter on the slopes at Mt Fraser which
would have been natural habitat for this little soarer.
However, we do not know how much flying occurred or
how long any successful flights were before the glider
crashed. There is nothing presently known that would
suggest that anyone made any attempt to rebuild it,
even though the wing survived the crash.
Nimbo should not be regarded as a Scud like glider – it
was essentially a primary glider. The Arthur Powell’s
Currawong was clearly influenced by Baynes’ designs
and as originally configured looked like a Scud 2. It was
a successful design that gave good service to the
Canberra Gliding Club but, again, was not really a Scud
having regard to a number of important distinguishing
features. In Australia, as in Britain, there was a demand
for low cost, safe gliders. However, L.E. Baynes’
prescription in his Scud designs was evidently not seen
by gliding clubs or individuals in Australia as a solution
to their needs.
It is understood that in Britain a replica Scud 1 has been
built and one historic Scud 2 currently survives.
From Bernard Duckworth

Currawong glider, c 1949; photo
from Allan Ash Collection
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Sources:
Allan Ash, Gliding in Australia, Hudson Hawthorn, 1990, p.
114.
David A Craddock, Gliders for all Seasons: A Chronology of
Australian Designed Gliders, Sailplanes and Human Powered
Aircraft, Volume 4, 1937-1950, Craddock, 1996, pp 54-55.
Martin Simons, The World’s Vintage Sailplanes, 1908-45,
Kookaburra, Melbourne, 1986, pp 53-55
Martin Simons, Sailplanes 1920-1945, Eqip, 2nd Edition 2006,
pp 162-165

“The Eagle Gliding and Flying” Magazine, January 1946 p 23,
June 1946 p 11, July 1946 p 22, September 1946 p 29.
Australian Gliding Association Newsletters, 1939-1948,
(various); R.N.Duckworth Collection, Australian Gliding
Museum Archives.
www.scalesoaring.co.uk/vintage/documentation/Scud/Scu
d.htm
www.glidingheritage.org/documents/articles/AbbottBayne
sv2.pdf

A selection of newspaper reports of flights in “Currawong” – 1947 to 1949

Western Australian; 18 Nov 47, p17

Canberra Times; 29 Dec 48, p 3

Canberra Times; 23 Nov 48, p 2

Canberra Times; 17 Feb 49, p 5
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From the Archives
Connection to early glider discovered
The value of preserving documents evidencing gliding
history is demonstrated by the recent discovery of a
possible connection between the Northrop primary
built by Ken Davies, Dave Darbyshire and Rudi Feil in
the 1970s and the Rice–Oxley primary glider that flew
in the 1930s. The particular connection is that the
control column mechanism of the Northrop is said to
be the mechanism from the Rice-Oxley.

We do not know what happened to the glider at
Wangaratta or how the mechanism came into the
possession of Ken Davies and his colleagues when they
were building the Northrop. However, if the
information in Dick Duckworth’s notes is correct (and it
probably is having regard to the care he was known to
take with his research) the control mechanism is one of
the oldest items in the Museum Collection and it adds
to the historical significance of the Northrop primary
glider. The other notable item in the Museum
collection that dates from the earliest days of the sport
in Australia is a rudder from the Geelong Glider Club
primary that was built by Percy Pratt and Club
members in July 1929.
From Bernard Duckworth

Control mechanism on the Museum’s Northrop
primary glider; photo – Bernard Duckworth

The evidence of this is contained in research notes
prepared by Dick Duckworth (former secretary and life
member of the Gliding Club of Victoria) in the 1980s
concerning the origin of subsidy for gliding clubs in
Australia. As far as I know these notes were never
finalised nor an article based on them published. The
relevant extract from the notes for present purposes is
as follows:
“G.K. Rice-Oxley who owned a primary glider in which
he had made a slope soaring flight of 1 hour and 2
minutes in August 1930 in South Australia was an
instructor in the aero club (Royal Victorian Aero Club)
and he loaned the wings from his machine for use on
Alan Jackson’s two seater. Not long after that Rice
Oxley died and the Gliding Club of Victoria purchased
the entire primary machine from his executrix. The
machine was later sold to the Wangaratta Gliding Club.
The control column of that machine survived to be
used in the primary glider built by Ken Davies and
which is now at Benalla.” [Where it was then and is now
at the Australian Gliding Museum]

The Rice-Oxley glider in 1930: Source: Register News
Pictorial (Adelaide SA; 1929-1931) 28 August 1930, p 1.

Dick Duckworth and Ken Davies with the Northrop Primary
Glider c 1981; photo - R.N. Duckworth collection
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Obituaries
Vale Allan Ash

Allan worked as journalist for World Vision for 10 years
until he retired. In his work as a humanitarian and a
reporter he travelled extensively into conflict zones
and areas where populations were effected by famine
and political unrest. Among these were India, Bosnia,
Ukraine and Bangladesh,
Allan has had many articles and short stories published
in newspapers and magazines and was still sending
articles off to various magazines until recently when his
eyesight eventually failed him.

th

Allan Ash died on 7 November, 2016, aged 90. Older
glider pilots of Australia will be familiar with Allan,
whose editing and writing on the sport of gliding in
Australia have no doubt had a profound impact on its
success.
He helped build a primary glider when he was 16, in
1942, and then taught himself to fly it. As Secretary of
the NSW Gliding Association, he helped re-establish
the sport of soaring after World War 2. He also served
a term as Secretary of the Gliding Federation of
Australia. He was co-founder of “Australian Gliding”
magazine in 1951, continuing for ten years. Then in
1981 he resumed the editor's seat and continued until
January 1993, making it one of the leading gliding
journals in the world.
As an aviation journalist, he has visited many of the
gliding clubs operating in Australia, flown with many of
them and written about their activities in newspapers
and magazines in Australia, North America, Britain and
several European countries. Allan lived in England from
1948 for about two years and was a regular at
Dunstable.
Allan had collected an enormous resource of history
over the years, and thankfully, in 1990, published this
information in the book “Gliding in Australia”, still used
as a reference to this day.
Allan's interest in flying extended to gaining a private
pilot's licence and also parachuting.

Allan was loving and sympathetic in nature, ready to
recognize the worth of others and to praise their work.
He was thankful for help received and always
expressed his gratitude. He had a great sense of
humour. Found among his records of parachuting
jumps was:- “If at first you don’t succeed, so much for
skydiving.”
Rest in Peace, our friend.
Compiled by David Goldsmith, with thanks to Margaret
Ashford.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Vale John Buchanan
John Buchanan died on 19th February 2016, aged 73. He
was retired from a distinguished career as an engineer
with South East Water.
John had been gliding since the 1960's as a member of
the Geelong Gliding Club based at Bacchus Marsh
Airfield. He served many years on the club committee,
including as President and as Treasurer. He was an
honorary life member since 1985, and a Victorian
Soaring Association Living Treasure.
John spent many years as a gliding instructor, and was
a highly competent pilot, including winning Open Class
at Horsham competitions. In recent years he was
delighted to coach pilots to improve their cross country
performance or to train them in the intricacies of
mountain soaring.
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As an almost permanent resident at Bacchus Marsh
airfield, John managed and did most of the building of
both the South and South-East Hangars. He
substantially rebuilt the club's Pawnee tow plane, a
long-term project that won him much admiration.
Maintenance of club gliders and tow planes was always
an ongoing job, as was building glider trailers. For John,
no job was too big or too small. He managed the
clubhouse stock and put out the bins.
John's unique personality put him on another level,
with his friendliness and sense of humour, often
coupled with some knowledgeable advice that was
always worth thinking about, keeping us all on our toes.
He also acted as the face of the club, carrying the
phone and usually the first contact for new members,
who invariably signed up after John's introduction.
John was a great supporter and donor for the
Australian Gliding Museum, also providing an area for
our glider storage. Glider pilots or newcomers were
taken to inspect and learn about the gliding history
within. Student pilots were often to be found in the
Museum with John explaining the subtleties of

construction on display so that sailplanes would be
treated with respect and knowledge.
May he rest in peace in the knowledge that he is sadly
missed.
From David Goldsmith - with thanks for information
from Spiro Mallia.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Vale James Garay

was also during this time that he leapt into the editorial
role of the Australian Homebuilt Sailplane Association,
founded by Mark Stanley in 1994. He was able to
produce over 40 editions of the magazine, sourcing
articles, collating, printing and distributing them with
the help of his family and friends.
During his 10 years as Editor, James was instrumental
in arranging Homebuilder workshops and forums and
generally increased the profile and support for the
homebuilding of sailplanes both here and abroad. He
maintained publication of the magazine until 2006
when family matters forced him to discontinue.

It is with some sadness that we report on the recent
passing of James Garay.
James brought his family and love of gliding with him
from his homeland of Chile and once settled in
Australia he became involved with the Bacchus Marsh
gliding community.
As an accomplished aero modeller and engineer it was
not surprising that James was keen to take over the
Woodstock project of gliding pioneer, Ken Davies. It

James had the pleasure of completing his project which
he called Woody-Roo, finally flying it in 2001. Declining
health and family commitments eventually saw him
donate the glider to the Australian Gliding Museum in
2013 where it will continue to be a fitting memorial to
his place in Australian Gliding History.
James will be remembered as one of gliding's
gentlemen.
From Peter Raphael.
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A little “Lasco Lark” flies in France
In Museum Newsletter No 31 – June 2015, we reported
that Claude Lacombe of Glenoble in France had built a
fine scale model of the Lasco Lark glider from plans
provided by the Museum. We have since received
news from Claude that the model has been flown

successfully in the Pyrenees. Congratulations Claude –
The model is magnificent.
Photos of the Lasco Lark Model at
Peyragude, France, September
2016, courtesy of Claude Lacombe

More about the ES49s
In correspondence received regarding the article in
Newsletter No 33 regarding “The ES49 – a two seat
‘Grunau’ sailplane” written by Bernard Duckworth,
Noel Roediger (South Australia) has commented as
follows1:
“… I spoke with Alan P about your article and he
assured me you would have conducted a diligent
research before publishing it. However, there are some
corrections I’m obliged to make.
- The ES 49 was designed by Edmund while at
the Bodenzee (Lake Geneva) after WW11 and
was never referred to as a Grunau type.
- Schleicher built 8 of the type under licence and
your research of those is the first seen in
Australia.
- Edmund did not build any sailplane after
WW11 until he moved to Adelaide. (see
attachments2)
- The 3 ES 49’s built in Australia, to the ES plans,
were certified as ES 49b’s and were
constructed by the ASC (2) and Eric Hader as a
private venture and initially flown with/by the
Cooma club.

-

-

Eric’s ES 49 was built, without modification to
the original plans but the two ASC aircraft
were modified to minor extent by Ron Adair.
ES Pty. Ltd. graciously assisted the ASC in
assembling the wing and fuselage on their jig.
Harry gifted that jig to me when the factory
shut down and it’s nearly as good as the day
it was constructed.
It was used to construct all ES types until the
Boomerang.
I was also gifted the ES60 jig but it was stolen
during the time the “Northern Expressway”
went through Gawler Aerodrome
The ES 49 was the first design of Edmund’s to
use the Go549 wing profile.
It’s interesting, if accepting the fact the Ka2-47-8 & 13 were developments of the ES 49
(which they were) to wonder why they
reverted to the Go535.
Those types would have had at least 2 points
on the 535 at best L/D and raced away at
higher speeds had the 549 been used.”

[Editor’s note: 1 Noel Roediger’s comments have been edited to omit comments about matters unrelated to the ES49 article
and to format the text for publication; 2 The attachments are not published herewith because of limited newsletter space].
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Melbourne Cup Vintage Glider Rally 2016
Usually affected by the vagaries of the weather, and
after a winter that was colder and wetter than normal,
we took the opportunity of joining the Geelong Club’s
Friday winch-day to get the rally started early. The
weather was beautiful, sunny, cool and calm with weak
thermals. Some good flying was enjoyed, Rob Benton
in his and son Andrew’s Ka6CR VH-XFF enjoying the
longest flight with 2 hours and 37 minutes, and 30
minute flights by Peter Champness in the Foka VH-GZD
and Dave and Jenne Goldsmith in the Australian Gliding
Museum’s Slingsby T31B VH-GDB. Other pilots to try
some T31 open cockpit nostalgia were Julian Smibert,
Peter Kingston and Wayne Mackley. Thanks are due to
Geelong club members for handling a slick launching
operation, with some reaching over 2000 feet above
ground level.
Saturday morning promised warmer conditions and
better thermals. Bob Hickman was away first in his
Boomerang VH-GQY, having 30 minutes followed by 2
hours 4 minutes. The longest flight were 2 hours 56
minutes by Rob Benton on the Ka6 and 2 hours 53
minutes by Peter Champness in the Foka 5. However,

Peter achieved the longest OLC distance, with 103km.
Dave and Jenne Goldsmith shared 1 hour and 52
minutes in the ASK-13 VH-GPY, climbing to 5,500 feet
and enjoying the clear blue sky with a few rare puffs of
cumulus. Kim Van Wessem came from Adelaide with
his Cherokee II VH-GLU and had his first flights at
Bacchus Marsh, flying the ASK-13 and the Cherokee.
Leigh Snell celebrated a successful 53 minute solo
“Form 2” evaluation flight in his Kookaburra VH-GRX
before taking his son Rohan for a fly, having another
half hour. Leigh’s wife Sue, with Jenne, enjoyed 34
minutes in the ASK-13. A perfect day nicely rounded
off by dinner at Stoney’s Club.
The weather was unsuitable for the following three
days including Cup Day, with strong winds and a little
rain, but few felt short changed after the pleasant
conditions offered by Friday and Saturday.
From David Goldsmith
Photographs taken at the Vintage Rally appear on the
back page.

And also
Jacobs’ Workshop Practice

Trailer Wanted

The Vintage Soaring Association of America has
published their English translation of Jacobs Workshop
Practice. This magnificent technical publication may be
obtained through the Museum at the price of $63 plus
$14.50 for postage. Contact: David Goldsmith.

Leigh Snell, a regular volunteer at the Museum Dave
Darbyshire workshop, has been restoring his short
wing ES52 Kookaburra and is in need of a suitable
trailer to transport it. If you have a “Kooka” trailer that
might suit Leigh that you can part with you may contact
Leigh at snell@bigpond.net.au or (03) 97721810

Museum Car Stickers
Another batch of Australian Gliding Museum car
stickers has been ordered. They will be available at $10
each including postage. Contact: Jim Barton.

Next Edition
Sadly, gliding and aero-model enthusiast Gary
Sunderland passed away suddenly in early November.
In the next newsletter, we intend to present a feature
on his glider MOBA 2 as a tribute.
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Scenes from the Melbourne Cup Vintage Glider Rally, Bacchus Marsh, 2016

Dave and Jenne Goldsmith’s ASK-13
with Leigh Snell’s Kookaburra

Dave and Jenne Goldsmith in the Slingsby T31

Sylvia Sharman, Kim Van Wessem, Jenne Goldsmith and
Andrew Kenigsvalds with Kim’s Cherokee II from Adelaide.

Andrew and Rob Bentons’s Ka6 next in line for launching
Peter Champness ready to launch in his Foka 5

All photographs - David Goldsmith
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